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I. INTRODUCTION

A, The Vikings and Vinland

During the ninth, tgnth, and eleventh centuries the Vikings
left their homes in Norway, Sweden, and Denmark and cerried out
their missions of piracy énd commerce. Beginning in 792 with a
raid on the monastery of Lindisfarne, an island off the English
Nbrthumbrian coast, fhe Viking raids lasted for almost three
hundred years, ending only after the death of the Norwegian king
Harald Hardrada at Stamford Bridge in 10661. The combination
of a ﬁgwerful Christianity and strong central monarchies made it
impossible to contlnue the Vlklng 11fe for 1nd1v1dual chieftains,
as it was characterlzed by the pagan rellglon and the freedom of
chieftains to conduct ralds as they wished,

Before the Viking Age was over the Vikings had carried their
raids to ébsf of Ireland and England, large parts of France, and
eVen{to places in Italy and'Spainz; Swedish Vikings in the East,
secking trade instead of pirate booty, established the first Rus-
sien state at Kiev, a state strong enough to have besieged Byzan- .
tium three times, in 860, 907, and 941°. Vikings -also served as
mercenaries ‘in the Varangian Guard of the Byzantine enmperors.
Viking traters even led caravans to Baghdau4.

In ‘the North Atlantic the Vikings found and cdlenized. the
Faroe Islands, Iceland, and Greenland. About the end of the tenth
century théy reached an unknown land in the west. There, their
supply lines over-extended, and faced with unfriendly natlves the
great Atlantic expansion ended. Map I on page 2 shows the extent
of the Viking expension.

The land in the west found by the Vikings was called "Vinland"
or "fineland". The exact location of Vinland has been a topic of
dehate for over one hundred years. The purpose of this paper is.
to examine the literary and archaeologicel evidence to attempt to

answer the question, "where was Vinland"?

1) Jones, Gwyn, The Vikings, Oxford, 1968, p 414.

C2) - Arbman "Holger, The V1k1ngs, London 1961 PP 85- 88
3) Jones, op cit., pp 259-260. :

4) Arbmen, op cit., p 94.
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B. The Atlantic .Expansion

Iceland was dlscovered by the Vikings about the year 860. Settlement
started during the 8707 S, and by 920 the island was moré or less settled5
Grepnland was colonlzed in a similar manner, being sighted #bout the year
900, and colonlzed after 9856 There seems to be a pattern in the dis-
covery, exploratlon ‘and colonization of Iceland and Grecnlond7 They
were both discovered by accident, by storm-blown sailors, followed by
planned exploration, and then colonization. .

The saga descriptions of Vinland follow thlS seme pattern. Table

T shows this pattern as it applies to Iceland and Greenland, and to the

Grdanlcndprs Sagas dpscrlptlons of the Vinland voyages. This pattern
should be kept in mind.

The three voyages of discovery, exploration, and doionization Were
in the G8 undertaken by Bjarni Herjolfsson, Leif Eiriksson, and Thorfinn
Karlsefni. The search for Vinland in this paper thus becomes a search

for their respective landfalls in the west,

5) Joﬁes, op cit., pp 272-277.
6) 1Ibid, pp 290-293. :

7) Magnusson, Magnus and Hermenn Pdlsson, The Vinland Sagas, Baltimore,
1965, p 11. Iénceforth cited as- Magnusson. : =

8) Following the practice of Erik Wahlgren in Fact and Pancy in the Vin-
land Sagas, Austin, Texas, 1969, Gre nlanders uagn Wlll henceforth be
cited as GS, Eiriks Saga Haudd as BS.




IT. , SOURCES

A, Written

The first written mention of Vinlend is in Adam of Bremen S Gesta

H: mmaburgensis ecclesige pontificum, written about 1075 » Adam was a

German prlest in Bremen who set out te write the history of the Arch-
dieocese of Hamburg—Bremen which included Scand1nav1a. For the most
part, Adam tried to use eye-w1tness reports2 One of Adam’s most im-
portant sources of 1nformatlon was the Danish klng, Sven EstrldssonB.
Adam visited Sven’s court sometime between,1066 and 1b72 In Chap-

ters 35 to 42 of his work Adam relates that King Sven: |

«..told me of yet another island, dis-
covered by many in that ocean, whlch is-
called Wineland from the circumstance
that vines grow there of their own ac-
cord, and produce the most excellant
wine. %hile that there is an abundance
of unsown corn there we have learned
not from fabulous conjecture, but from
the trustworthy, report of the Danes,?

Adam’s work is generally accurate, but it is biased in two ways.
First, the book is wrltten from the v1ewp01nt of the Archdiocese of
Hamburg—Bremen6. Thlngs that favor the German migsion to Scandinavia
are displayed in a favorable light, and things that do not favor the
Germaﬁimission are treatec negeatively.

The other bias is that of King Sven. The king’s information to
Adam was slanted in such a way as to favor the king7. Adam’s work is
further handicaped by feabulous reports of the farther reaches, for ex-

8
ample, cyclopes dwelling among the Lapps .

1) Magnusson, p 24.

2) NWorborg, Lars-Arne, Kdllor till Sveriges historia, Lund, 1968, p 45.

3) Ibid, p 45.

4) Komer, Sten, The Battle of Hastings, England and Europe, 1035-1066,
Lund, 1964, p 144, note 30.

5) Jones, The Norse Atlantic Saga, London, 1964, henceforth cited as
Jones, NAS, p 85. 1In "The PrObldHlOf Nlneland", Islandica 25, Ith-
ace, N Xos 1936 Hallddr Hermennsson quotes Gesta Hannoverae, 1876,
P 186 "praeterea unum acdhuc insulam recitavit a multis in eo re-
pertan oceano, quae dicitur Winland, eo quod ibi vites sponte nas-
antur, vinum oplimpam fcrantcc. Wam et fruges non seminatas habun-
dare, non fabulosa opinione, d cérta comperimus relatione. Danorum,"

6) Notborg, 6p &it., P 45:
7) Xorner, op cit., pp 142-143.
8) Norborg, op cit., p 45.
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Adem received his information within seventy-five years of the date
the sagas give for the discov.ry of anland9. We know that before Adam’s
visit. King.Sven“wms visited by and Icelander named fudun who fraveled
from Greenland to Denmark to give the klﬂ& a pulur be@rlo. It 1s poss1-

that- the information Adem got from King Sven was given 1o Klng Sven by
fudun. : . : - o
~Whether or not Audun wee King Sven’s  informant, there’ seeus little
reason to Goubt the ccurscy of the report. It hes nothing to- do with
the German ecclesiasticel mission to the north or with King Sven, so that

neither bias would: affect it. fnd it cannot be considered unreliable

cct matter

- A +ho an
S

on the seme basis as Adam’s account of. the Lapps as o
and motifs are not fabulqug,mythologiCal_motiis, but rather more common-
place and ordinary. -The following assertations based on Adam can there-
fore be accepted: . : ’

1) There is a placs actoss the sea called Wineland.

2) It is called Wineland because grapes grow there.

3) Wildjcorn:<grain) also gyowé there. o |

4) 1t has been visited several times.
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'9). Magnusson, p 119, the discovery of Vinland in 1000 AD.

10) 1Ibid, p 25. See also Gordon, op cit., pp 111-117.

11) From A.A. Bjgmbo, "Cartographia Groenlandica", .Meddelelocr om
Grgnlend, Bind 48, Kgbenhawn, 1912, p 70,

]



5

The next reterence to Vfﬁiéﬁa is in Ari Thorgilsson’s Islendingabdk,

.written about:112712. Ari “s book ig an historical account of the set-

“t1ling of Iceland, the development of its constitution, and the growth
13, Ari weighed

14

his sources and was highly: concerned with the accuracy of hisywritiné .

of its church, using oral tradition in a criticel menner

In Chapter 6, Ari relates:

The land which is called Greenland was discovered and
settled from Iceland. Eirik the Red was the name .of:
‘a Breidaford :man who went out there from here and took
. land in settlement at the place which has ever since
been calléd Biriksfjord. He gave the lend a neme, and
called it Greenland, arguing that men would be drawn
to go there is the lsnd had a good name. Both east
and west in the country they found the habitations of
men, fragments of skin ‘boets, and stone awtifacts, from
which it may be seen the same kind of people had pessed
that way as those that inhabited Vimland, whom the
Greenlanders call Skrm lings. When he began to. settle:
the land, that was fourteen of fifteen years before
Christisnity came to Iceland, according to what a.man:i:
who had himself gone out with BEirik the Red told Thor-
kell Gellisson in Greenland;lD

The most important thing one cen derive from this entry is the

fact that Ari refers to anlapd, not as an unknown land, but rather as
a plece near Greenland thet his readers would already be aquénited:withl6.
Ari refers to the natives of Vinland as'Skrz lings", which is either

rélated to the Norwegian "Skraela", "scream", or to the Tcelandic

"skfaalna"g"shrink"l7. The identity of these Skre lings will be con-

sidered in the discussion of Thorfinn Karlséfni “s voyage (page 50).

12) Megnusson, p-26.
'13)  Hallberg, Peter, The Iceltndic Saga, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1962, p 38.

14) Magnusson, p 26.

15) Jones, NAS, pp 105-106. CGordon, op cit., pp 35-36: "Land bat er
kallat er Groanland fannsk ok bygdisk af Islandi. Eirikr inn.
Raudi hét madr Breidfirzkr, er fér ¥t hadean pangat ok nam-par
land er sidan er kalledr Eirtksfjordr. Hann gaf ,nafn,lapndinu
ok kalladi Groenland, ok kvad menun pat myndu fysatpangat.fafar,
at landit = tti nafn gott. bPpeir fundu par mennavistir'b&di austr
ok vestr £ landi, ok keiplabrot ok steinsmidi peat, er afipvi mé
skilja .2t per hafdi pess konar pjdd farit er Vinland hefir byggt,
ok’ Gre nlendingar Kalle Skrée linga. ~En pat var, er hann tdk byggva
lendit, xxiiij vetrum eda xv fyrr en Kristni kve i hdr 4 Island,

‘at p vi er 84 taldi fyrir porkell - Gellisgyni 4 Gre nland, er sjdlfr
fylgdi Birfki inum Haudi dt." - - . ' IO,

16) Maghusson;ipfzsfwf
17) Gordon;-op citss-pp-197-198, note 349:



Vinlana is 100 “\ntloneo 1n Lendnédmabdk, =2 history of Icelend thru

the firat 81xty yeqrs of settlemunt. 1t describes some four hundred of
the original sattlers telling where they ceme from, where they settled,

and What happened to them and their descendents. It contains historicel

K}

fact, foth plle] and & view of contomporcry be liefJIBQ The date and author-

ship are st111 controvwrSLOl but it scems likely that Ari Thorgilsson be-
gan compiling Landndmabdk about 110019. Thers are two corplete existant
versions, Sturlubdk, edited by oturlc Thdruarson betVecn 1260 and 1280,

and Hauksbdk, edited by Hauk Erlensson before 1334 .~ The Hauksbdk ver-
sion suffers from family pride, and Hauk wes a cescendent of Thorfinn
Karlsefni21. Concernirnig Ari Masson, Chapter 122 of Sturlubdk reads:

He was driven off oourso to Hvitremennaland which some call
Irelend the Great. It lies west in the ocean, near Vinlend
the Good. It is reckoned six days sail west from Ireland.
Ari failed to get. awey agein and was baptised thore. The
flrst to tell of this was. Hrefn. the Limerick-farer, who spent
s long time at.Limerick in Ireland.. Accurding to Thorkell
Golllscon Icelanders. who had, thle information from Thorfinn
earl-of Orkney report that: Arl had been . rocognlzod in Hvitra-
mannaland but failed to yet away. He wes held in high rexard
ther‘,.z2 . _
” qauksbdk furth cha rel tes in a geneea alogy: "Thord Horsehecad, father
of Kerlsefni, who found Vinland the Good™. 23 o
The 1dcnt1flcctlon of ITreland the Good has been a topic of debeate.
Farley Mowet heas conoludad that, 1t wes & ooLony of Irish monks, who
fleeing Icelend before the heathen Vlklngs ostfbl;shod a colony in Green-

1“nd24> Charles Bole nd25, Carl Sauer26,.and Géoffrey ﬁShc27

L bellove

thet Trish monks did indeed flee to Greenland, but they then contlnued

on to North America. The only evicence for this Trish colony.ls tho pas-

srge in Lendndmabdk  end = passage in BS_in whiech Thorfinn Karlsefni finds

lB)'}Jongb' NAS; p 224.. Lo .

19) Ibid, p 224, Hellbérg,.op. cit., ) 159, note 1.
20) Jones, wps P 225,

él)i Ibid, p 33, M(gnuSqon p 31,

22)" “ Jones;, NAS, P 186, note 1.

125);,Inastad Helge Vastervaﬁgn till Vlnlcn& Stockholm, 1965, p 243 "Thord
. Hésthuvud, far till Kcrlsamna, som fenn Vlnlcna den Goda.

24)- lMowat, Farley, Westviking, New York, 1965, P 35 Appendlx H, pp 389-
400, Appendix I, pp 401-404. I~

25) Boland, Charles Michael, They All Discovered America, New York, 1963.

26) Wahlgren, Brik, review.of Carl Beuer’s Noxthern Mists, Berkeley and
Los Angeles, 1968, in Scondinsvien Studies, Nov., 1968, pp 333-336.

27) 1bid, p 334, Ashe’s book is Lend to the West, New York, 1962.




two Skree ling boys in Markland who tell him that near their country was
another in which people went abeut in white clorhing, yelling, and car-
rying poles with patches of cloth attached. The sags writer thought that
this ml@ht be HV1terann°10nu2?, | | .

29

considers the whltecl d people .to have been ﬁosKaupl Inal

30

refer to

. Jones
in their white chamols dnnolng robes, Megnusson and Palsson
this lcnd as "a f“bulous country said to lie opp081te Vlnldnd” Seuer
conulders the Skreeling artifects found by Eirik the Red +to have been
left by fleeing Irish monks, just as the Irish monks fleelng Tcelend’ left
books and other artifacts> ., However, in Toelend the Vikings could id-
entify the artifecte as Irish. - In Greenland they heve apnarently'lest
this ablllty and classify the EItliuCtS as Skre ling. WahlgrenBz:sug—
gests that lf Irish crtlfaCtS hed been iound in Greenland they would
have been reported as such- ‘and dismisses the oese for Irul”nd the Great
for want of-evidence, f ’

Wlthln the contezt of this paper the only thing one can say concerning
Hvrtramannclﬂnd 1s that tne Vlklngs bellcVLQ that it ex1sted ‘What can

be deduced from fhe Lendridmbbdk passage about Vinlend is that it was
thought to be to the west. Also, one of the men who went there could

have been Thorfinn Karlsefni, as Hauk would probea bly be better informed
about the activities of his forebearer 1n this regeard. Another signifi-
cent thlng cbout this passage i is that it is the flrut tlme Vlnlind is
referred to as "Vinland the Good".

To.review the‘conciusions concerning Vimland from Adem of Bremen,
Isléndingabdk; end Lendndmebdks - - s

1) Vinlend was 2,place to the west, near Greenlund

Grapes mnd wild grcln Srew there.

One of Vinland’s visiters may have been Thorfinn, chlsufnl-

3) The Vikings called the natives thcre Skr&zllngs.
4)

28) Magnusson, pp 102-103 (BS Chapter 12).
29) Jones, NAS P 93,
30) Magnusson, p 116.

31) Islendingebdk, Chepter 1, in Jones, NAS, p 102; "There were Christ-
isn men here then whom the Norsemen call "papar". But later they
went away because they were not prepared to live in company with
hesthen men., They lcft bohind Irish books, bells, and croziers, from
which it could be seen that they were Irish."

32) Wahlgren, in Scandinevien Studics, Nov., 1968, pp 333-336.




' Ths next sourcesg of infdrmation concemiing Vihland are the two sagas
ecling dlrbctlj with the Vinl-nd voyanges, GS end BS, The oldest text of
‘GS is found included in thrde perts in the so-called Grezt Sagé‘of 0lef

Tryggveson, ltsplf inserted in Flatey)c rboK the largest oi the Icelcndlc

vellum codices, written down in northern Iceland between '1%82 and 1395
ES survives in two differing ‘me nuscripts, Houksbdk, compiled by Heuk
Erlendcson end his two secretaries ecrly in the fourteenth century; end

bk‘lholtﬂbok2 deting fium thb 1@tp flfteenth cbnturyB.” Here ig e summery

of the contentq of the sages, first the GS:

_ Voyage 1. Bjerni Herjolfsson is the one who discovers the new
lends by accident, in sailing from Icelend to Greenland. Blown
off course t¢ the south, he winds up off the cozsst of on unknown,
wooded lend with Low hlllS then & flat and wooded land, then =
mountainous lend, toppea by a glacier. From here Bjarni menages
to meke his fo ther s estate ﬂt Herjolfness at the southern tip

of Greenland. Later Bjarni mekes & Voy(gg to Norway, to the

court of EBerl Eirfk, where he is bwibtted zbout not heving cxplorcd
the unknown lands further.

Voyege 2. After Bjerni s retumn from Norwey, Le 1f Elrlksson:
buys Bjarni “s shlp_ﬁnd sails to investip gate the 1snds to the weést.
Though pressed to lead the expedition, Eirlk, Teif’s fether, de-

' ides not to after falling off hisg horse .while riding to the ship.
Leif s crew of. thlrty—flve men includes & German named Tyrkir,
\Rev\r81ng Bjarni’s seiling 1nstructlons Leif finas three landsg
'in successien, which he calls Helluland (Slab Rock Land), Merk-

land (Forest Lend), end Vinland (Wine Lend or Grepevine Lcﬂd)
The grapes heve been found by Tyrkir. The men build houses for

the winter, the mildness of whigh convinces them that this would
be an excellent place. to settle. From soler observations they
understand thet they are well south of Greenlﬂnd’s 1atitude.
Salmon are numerous. In the spring, with ¢ 2 load of timber, they
sail back home to Brattahlid, Eirfk the Red s esteté on Greenm="
land, rescuing & shipwrecked crew of fifteen, heesded by & Nor-
weglien named Thérir. For these exploits Leif recaives thu ep-
ithet, huEDnl, "the Lucky". That winter % Birfk, Thdrir, snd many
of the 1ntter’s orew die of disecse. Thdrir’s widow Gudrld sur-

vives him,’ ¥,

1) Megnusson, pp 29, 31-32.
2) Henceforth Skeflholtsbdk will be cited as SB, Heuksbdk, 'as HB.

)

3) Magnusson, p 30.

.



Voyzge %. In ohe of the immedictely following years,. Leif-after
thriftily fetching the load of timber asbandoned on the reef that
.capsized Thdrir’s hip-lends his ship to his brother Thorvald for
further exploration. Thorvald and his crew of thirty find Leif’s
dw2llings without trouble znd spend & calm winter, living largely
on fish, The next spring and summer they cevote to ecxploring.
During this they find, on en islend, & structure which they con-
clud: is fo store grcin. During céntlnu\d cxplorations the fol-
lowing summer they suffer a shlpwrvck end shetter their keel., Af-
ter constructing & new keel, they reise the old one on & point of
land end call it KJalﬁrn s (chl s Ness). Shortly thercafter they
comie upon some netives selecp.  This is the Worsemen’s first con-
tact with the Skrﬁslinﬁs of the New World. , They kill cight of
them and then fe2ll prey to .a mysterious drowsingss, Wakened by a
mysterious werning voice, the Norsemen ere attacked by o multitude
of the saveges. . Only Thorveld is wounded., Knowing thaet his déath
impends, Thorveld requests .thet he be buried on & heavily wooded
promontory between two fjords, & plice thit has already cpperled
to him @s 2 home. His compeniohs do his bidding, eand the burial
place receives the naine Krosnes, after the Christian erosses placed
at his head and feet, for the Greenlanders have now been:converted
to Christienity.: After picking up their companions whom they have
icft to guard.their headquerters, the travelers sail back to Leif
on Greenlend. ) :

Voyhge 4. Leif’ brother Thorstein, having meenwhile merried
Thérir s widow Gudrid, is anxiocus to rbcovpr Thorvald ‘s body, ap-
parently for buriel in Chrlstl n soil. He sets sail with a crew of
twenty-five men, and for some reason, his wife. After being sorm-
tossed all summvf, »1ith no localities 1ndchtod the meriners men-—

age to land ot ILfsufjord in the Western uettlumunt the northern
gettlement of the Norge in Greenlend. Here ThOI“tpln dies.in en
epidemic, after prophesying that the twice-widowed Gudrid will mar-
ry an Icelander and produce & distinguished line of decendants.
Qupernﬁtural phenomena. re reported in connection with Thorstein’s

dezsth,

Voyage 5., Thorstein s prophesy is fullfilled with Guorld S mar-
riege to o newcomer at Brattahlid, Thorfinn Thdrdarson, usually re-
ferred to as Karlsefni (Mekings of & men). Krrlsefni is e wealthy
trader, Wwho by popular reguest, orgenizes en zttempted settlement
.of Vinland. He embarks with*sixty men, five women,.and ample live-
. stock and equiptment. After en easy voyage the colonists recach
Leif ’s houses, which he will lénd, but not give to the colonists.
Their first conspicuous source of food is & whele, Gome and grapes
are found, the cﬁttle thrive and become lively, and the colonists
fell tlmber end dry it, After en uneventful winter, the colony is
vieited by Skrﬁallngs who have’ comzbo trade thetr-furs, ™ Frlghtgn >d
by Karlscfni “s bull, the natives try to crowd into the Norscmen ‘s
houses but are kept outside The Skra,llngs try to vaulrb weapons
in trade fot-their furs, but ere given milk instead Lnd,oegmlngiy
content departy” ThHe prudent Kerlsefni now has a stockede built
around the settlement., His wife Gudrid presently gives birth to
Snorri, the first white child to be bom in Americr. The SKree lings
show up agein in the autum, cerrying furs for trade, which they
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throw over the stockesce in return for milk., Rocking her little son,
_Gudrid sees a female apparition, who calls hersclf Gudrid. At thet
moment fighting breaks out, inasmuch as one of +the whites has slain
a Skreeling who ttempted:tne theft of-a wespon, The Skra lings
flee, but, as expected, return in force for a third visit., ‘During
the bn%ulng fight in which. the Norscmen utilize their dread bull to
acvantage, the savages -are repulscda. ./ pescetul winter follows,

but because of the potential mensce of .the natives, Karlsefni dec—
ides thet they should return to Greenland. In the spring, loaded
Wwith grapevines, grapcs,~and.furs the colonists sail back home,

Voyage 6.  Kerleefni has share.” the profits squelly with his crew.
The same sumuer that Kerlsefni rgturns from Vinlend, o chip owncd

" by two Icelanders, Helgi and Finnbogi, arrives at Grcenland from
Norway. Sirifk’s bastard daughter, Freydis, comes over from her es-
tate ¢t Gardar the following spring to talk with the twWwo men. OShe
proposes & JOlnt-btock CxXpe ultlon to Vinlend, each pa arty to consist
of thirty mex, womeh not 1noluupu. The bprdltlon is organized and
sets out, but the wily Freydis has secretly taken ﬁlong an extra
‘five men.,  After tne arrival in Vinlend, -Freydis refuses ito honor

_an ggreement’ whwreby Lblf s houses would be shared by the. twq ships”

._icrews The brothers and thelr party consequently erectharawclling
S of Lheir own farlher inland, Despile efforts al cangiliation by
Helgi and Finnbogi, Freydis accowplishes the oestruotlon,of the
brothers arnd their entire crew, even to the p01nt of slaying. the
women by her own hand. The reaftcr she threctens her own followers
with death if they ever.reveal the outraée affer their. return to
Greenlend. -In the spring Freydis and -her party sail back ‘to Biriks-
fjord in the ship formerly owned by the two brothers, bringing an
ample supply of. Vinland “s products with them, . Eventually her foul
deed becomes known, particulsarly after her half brother Leif has
three of her crew tortured into a full revelation of the details.

- Leif lackes the heart to punish his unworthy kinswomen as she deserves,
but he- prophesizes she and her descendants will be shunned forever-
more, which prophesy, states the saga, was later fullfilled, ' Karl-

‘gefni in: the meanwhile has been pre ariag his ship for a voyage to
Norway, where he successfully disposee of his cargo and his treated
with distinction.. He sells his carved figurchead from his ship to
a mercheant from Bremen. The plcCL is carved out of mosurr (probably
maple fro- the forests of Vinlend). Korloefni ond Gudrid .return to
Icelsnd’ end ultlmetely settle at Glcumboer (the saga’s error for
Rbynlnau) “After his death Gudrid makss pllgrlmqfh to Rome, then
builds a chtirch at Glaumboer, where she cnds her days as a_nun.

‘Her Vinland-born son, Snorrl, is the ancestor of Icelsndic bishops.

This account is taken, with only slight change, from Wahlgren’s Fact
and Fancy in the Vinland Sageg , pp 22-24. The complete saga in Eng-
lish trenslation can be found in Magnusson, pp 49-72, and in Jones,
NAS, pp 143-162. 'It- can be found in the original Tcelandic in Hall-
. ddr Hermannsson ‘s"The Vinlend Sagas', Islandica 30, Ithaca, N.Y., 1944,
~as well as several other editions of Flateyjarbdk,
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ES only records three voysges, but it is longer than GS:

~ Voyage 1. Leif saile toNo way from Greenland, teo roind out his
“education. Detained by bad weather off the HLerOLS he has a love
affair with =a hl?hborn wonman named Thorgunna, who lat T bears hlm a
child named Thorgils. The l_ttar is sent by her to Greenland later
‘to live with his father, but there is always something uncanny about
him, Continuing to Norway, Leif spends the winter with King Olaf
Trygvason. On returning to Greenland the following summer, Leif is
comm1%%1onpd by the proselyting King to preach Christianity to the
Greenlandirs., During his return trip, Leif is long at sea and dis-
“covers hitherto unsuspected lends, whose location is not indicated,
nor are they namned. Their products include wild grain, grapevines,
and impressive trc,s - 211 of which are brought by the voyagers back
to Brattdhlld after rescuing shipwrecked mariners on the way, For
his great poodness in introducing Christisnity to Gréenland, and in
ssv1ng the ShlpWreCkbd men, Leif becomes known as "the Lucky” Birik
rofusps to.accept the neéw fulth , suffering thereby some reduciion
"'in his conjugal rights as Thjddhild, his wife, builds & chiurch in
the vicinity and devotes her energiss th@rcafter tosreligion.

Voyagu 0. As & result of Leif ‘s acc1dental discovery of Iands, a
planned exploratory exppdltlon is leter got under way, using the
ship that :Gudarid’s fgther, Thorbjorn V¥filsson, has come to Green-
lend in.. Thorstein Elrlksqon is in charge, but Birik is invited to
join. The expedition congists of twenty men, equipted with weapons
and provisiong, but without domestic animals. Before léaving home
Eirik hides a chest of gold and silver. Riding down to the ship,
he is thrown from his pony,: suffering brokén bones and. dislocations,
He sends a messsge to his wife to dig up the treesuwe, ‘acknowlédging
that he has been punished for this act of pegen foollshness. :(Dif—
ferent wording in SB and HB make it unclear whether Eirik’ decided
to go or not). " The expedition is.a fiasco, and efter en exhausting
summer on stormy seas, during which they even catch sight of Ireland,
they manage to return to Brattahlid. L

Thorstein Birfksson presently marries Gudrid. The wedding is held
.at Brattahlid, after which the younmg couple move to Lysufjord, where
Thorstein Eirfksson owns & farm jointly with another man named Thor-
‘stein, who is merrieca to & woman named Sigrid, That winter the com-
munity ‘is struck by & pestilence,; during the course of which Thor-
stein Birfksson dies in a scene that contains supernatural detsils,
including hig own post-morten prophbsy about Gudrid’s future, Ghe
inherits the property of her father and is réceived at Brattahlid,
~where Eirfk manages her affairs well. Feanwhile Brattahlid recclvgs
distinguished Icelandic visiters, the prosperous merchant Thorfinn
Karlsefni, from Reynines, with Snoxrl Thorbrandsson of Alptafjord
and a crew of forty; at the same tinme, Bjerni Grimdlfsson of Breda-
fjord and Thdrhall Gamlason of Austfjord, with another forty men,. . . .
A1l these people receive hospitelity from Birfk (2 ided. by a contrp—
bution of 'supplies {from. KanSafnl), with $he-resul¥ that the Yule
celebrations  are extended into 2 W(,dulnb fea%t to K%rlSDfnl and (ud-

“rifd,

Voyage 3. Renewed discussions of Vinland lead to a mighty exped-
ition in search of it under Karlsefni ’s leadership. Three ships
‘and 160 men-and womsn set-sail...Thorvald Birifkssén end Thdrhall

- “the Hintsman are included, the latter being a heathen who has served

Birik. Starting from a northernly location, they sail before a
northerly wind, and {ind a series of places to which they give names:
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Helluland, Marklana, Bjarney, Furdustrandir, Kjelernes, Straumey,
Straumfgorg. Vlnlqnd they have dlfflculty flnalng although a pair
of Scot thrells, Haki and Hekje, whom Leif hed received from King
O0laf and then given to Karlsefni, return from a three- doy exped-
‘ition on foot with-grapes and wild wheat, The Voy L Ee TS spend the
winter st :Streumfjord, amply supplied by ne sbure to begin with, but
in bad shapé for food by spring. Thdrhall the Huntsman dlseppu%ro
- and is found four deys leter, muttering incante tions t6 the - god
Thor who presently provides food in the form of & whaleé of unknown
"Sppclua Those who edt of it beco..e sick, but a prayer to the Christ-
" ian God restorcs them to heslth, and improves the weather so that
provisionsg becoms plentiful. he explorers have not found Vinlend,
and disegrechments arise as to its lociztion. ‘Thdrhell the Huntsmen
end nine men leave the expédition and sail northward, after com-
posing a poetic jibe at the expedition and its meager résults, The
prose indicates thet Thdrhall intends to seek Vinland to the north,
while the verse indicatés a‘deésire to return to Greenland. ' In any
case, he and his men fail to recch Greenl“nd and are ultlmately
Lnslaved in Ireland. E
Kerlsefni and the others now sail south and flnd a good loo tion
that they call HSp, with grapes and wild wheat, and ample fish,
. After half a month they arc visited by Skr&elings in nine skin boats.
Aftér a snowless winter, the Skreelings return with furs for trading
~ and receive strips of red cloth in return. The hostility of Karl-
sefni s bull causes the Skrz lings to flee to ‘their boats ‘and leave,
but three weeks later they réturn to atteck the Norsemen with bows
snd errows and some kind ol catapult. The pregnant Freydis whets
a sword on her bare breests, which throws the Skre lings into 4
. mad rout. The colonists decifle that life would be hagzardous in
these parts. - A third winter, and various explorations follow. Thor-
vald Eiriksson is killed by an arrow shot by a uniped.: Five Skra.
ings isolated from their fellows ‘arc slaughtercd. Two Skree ling
boys whom the explorers have captured tell them about & land thet
might be Hvitramannaland, The would-be colonists return to Brot-
tahlid,D? : ’ .

The relationship bf GS to ES , . and of the two versions of the ES, 5B

~

wnd HB to ¢cach other, has bsen o topic of dobatas, Formerly it was be-
llaved that HB was closer to the original BS then $B,. and that the ES was
both independent of, and sﬁpprior to, the later, cruder, GS6. However,
recunt reueﬁrch has disproved both of these bgllefs. '

Sven B. F. Jansson7 has shown that HB is a rewrite of.SB, which is
closer to the originai E5. . The reviéi5n-gave HB a mdre "clessical" tone,

; § o . L : . 8
one of the ressons carlier scholars considered it: closer to the original™,

5) Wahlgren, Fact and Fancy in- the Vinland Sagas, henceforth cited. as
Wahl gren, Fact, pp 25-27.  English trenslations of the ES include
Mggnuqson )e) 75 105 and Jonbs NAS, pp 163-190. For the Ioe;andlc
sec Hermannsson, The Vinland bagas.

s

6 Mr.gnus son, p 32,

7) Junsson Sven B. F., Sagorma om Vinland; I, Lund, 1944, PP 169, 263
using & parallel arrangement. of teats, J nsson dcmonstrcteo the edltlng
of ES done by Hauk Er}gndsson and his two sbcretcrles. o

8) Magnusson, pp 30-31.
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T Jdn J6hénneSson9 has shown thet GS must be olaer then ES,  Both
GS -and ES réfer to Bishop Brand, but in ES the reference is to Bishop
Brand the first, which would mean that ES wes written aftér 1263, the
first yesr of Bishop Brand the sceond, while GS would heve to be written
after 1163, the first yeer in office of the firet Bishop Brand., This
ig not conclusive in that the inclusion of "the first" could be attri-
buted to a later copyist. HOvevei, Jéhannesson has also shown that
the story of Leif Biriksson caryyiné the Christien mission to Green-
land began with the monk Gunnléug:Leifsson, who died in 1219. This
fantasy came to‘be the accepted story for the conversion of Greenland,
and the sources written after l2i9, including the BS, carry it. The
fentasy is not found in the GS..

Trik Wahl@ren10 has compared the tﬁéléagas:and.has reached the
following conclusionss ‘ |

1) The GS end the ES are re lﬂted segas rather thnn the products
’ of chiefly 1ndcpbndgnt “traditions.

2) The GS is distinctly the older segn.
3) The BS is in large meesure an edaption of the GS.
4) The GS is the more historical of the two, but conteins obvious
fictions. - ' o
5) Despite derivative featurss, the ES reveals some genuine his-
- torical details. .
6) The GS may hebe possessed, then lost, some of these same deteils.

7) The name Vinland is original and genuine, i.e., it is based on
an actual discovery of grapes.

8) The Norse settlement recuntly found on Newfoundland is doubt-
less authentic, but probeably not the "Wineland" of the &g,

Numbers seven and eight will be consiucred in a later section of

this paper. Number two hes Plrevdy been considered. - hmong other
arguments Wehl.ren points out the replcCpnbnt of the "helper" Trykir,

with the more sophisticated "helper" motlf—Thdrhull the repl acement of
the heathen Bjarni Herjolfsson with & Christian Bjerni Grim§lfsson, and
the similar prophesies concurnihg Gudrid in both.sagas, as evidence
that the author of ES had a copy of FS before him as he wrote.

Concerning fictions in the GS, Wahlgren points out- the improbable
fect that in the GS every voyecge easily finds Vfﬁland with en uneventful
voyage, and that the Freydis story is entirely fantestic, without any

rational motivetion.

9) Jdhannesson, Jdn, "The Date of the Composition of the Sage of the
Greenlanders", Saga-Book XVI:Part I, London, 1962, pp 54- 66.

1¢) Wehlgren, Fact, pp 28, 40-42, 62.




One pory of BS thet conld refleet gonuine hictorical deteil thet
hes been lost by the GS is the skaldic poetry recited by Thérhall as he
leaves Kerlsefni at Straumfjord:

These oak-hearted warriors
Lured me to this lend’
With promises of choice drinks;

- NWow I could curse this country.
For I, the helmet-weesrer,
Mast now grovel at:a’spring

- - . And wield a water-paily

No wine has touched my llps.

Let ue head back to out countrymen at homej
Let our océen-striding ship

Explore the broad trects to the sea

While these ceger swordshen

Who laucd thesc lands

Settle in Furdustrands .

And boil up whales.1ll

Norborg12 thtbs thpt many times the writers of sagss included so-
allud Sk?ldlc pobtry of thelr own devising into their sa agas, to give

a story a more authentic tone

, but thet such poems can be easily dis-

covered by the meter, as the sagse writers could not or would not dup~
y S K} h U : P
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licate the archaic meter.of the skaldic ﬁoets. Gordon says of}these
verses: "These epigremmatic verses are accepted by &all es. genuine. The
Spuiiéus versces which weré sometimes inserted in sagas at a later period
were scldom as good as these. These verses are in fact the most cer-
-fainly‘geniuné pert of the Wwhole Pccount es verses were not eesily
corrupted in oral'%réditibn; bspb01 2lly verses of such rigid form as

these,"

11) Magnusson, p 97. From Gordon, op cit., pp 50—51;

Hafa kyédu mik meider

nelnpings, es komk hingat,

(mér semir land fyr lydum
nsta) drykk inn bazta

_Blld“ atter verdu byttu

~béidi;T3fr at styra;
heldr’s svdt krfpk at kL,lCLU.—
komet vin £ gron mima.

Forum aptr, per er dris

eru, sandhimins, landax

lotum kenni-Val kanna

knarrar skeid in breidu,

medan bilstyggvir byggva

bellendr ok hval velle

Laufa vedrs, beir’s leyfe

lond, & Furdustrondom. v mmmeay wavenp

12) ©Noxborg, op cit., p 48. .
13) Gordon, op cit., pp 195-196, note 308ff
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Norborgl4 ilso points out thet genuine skeldic verses crn be consid-
erec_& reliable source, as one of the most importent properties of a skal-
dic poem wes its veracity-no skald would intentionslly compose’ & poes
ccntaining;aulie%5.mﬁmhe poen cen: thus be considered a reliable source.

Wéhigrenl6 sstablishes thet Thérhall himself is & fictionsl charac-
“ter, o "helper" in ES corfesfonding to the equally fictionaltTerir‘of
. GS;JwHérmanﬁSSonl7 pointé out.thrt.the .sage compiler misunderstocsd the
poen. The skc1d stetes his intention of returning to Greenlend, while
the prose indicates thet Thdrhall intends to secrch for Vinlend to the
north.

Whet con be deduced from the podem is that the skald, probably & men-
ber of the Kerlsefni colonizing expedition described in:GS, has not
rerched Vinland, where wine producing grepes jgrow, but is instend at
Furduétrahds where a whele has Jjust made zn appearence. The skald wishes
to, end perhaps does, return to Greenlqnd. '

: ' Conlcusions COHCurnlng the mbrlts of GS dhd EY eré,‘thﬁt-GS'reflects
a’ gunural historical nocuricy, maried only by the prbsbnce of several
folklore motlfc that must be retognized; ond that BES is lcrgply rewrite
of GS designed to give more credit to Hauk Erlendsson’s encestor, Thor-
finn Karlsefni. The skeldic poem in ES can be uaed‘as an aCcurate-source.
In regerd to the rest of ES, it can be used in certain instances, such

as in. the case of the Karlsefni.expedition, as Heuk had tlose to first
"hand 1nfonn(t10n oon0prn1ng hls ancestor s voyage to anlénd,_

FIGURE T--The Relationship of GS to BS'®

» Oyely Tred. , SEALD Opnl Trad.=Orsl Tredition concerning Vinland
G5 SKATD. =Skeldic poetry LN oo
HB GS ... . =sGro:nlanders Soge-original
' FB ..+ . = " " _Flateyjarbdk
FT ' o =R Ty Trsdition”
GL ~Gunnleug Leifsson’s story
BEE =Ririks ESuge Reude-original
B . ez PRI . Trf;\"ké"plht}l tebdk
HB — ] " " *H.F‘UKEZ‘D'JR
14) Norborg, op cit., p 48.
15) 1Ibid, p 48, meking reference to Snorri Sturluson s Heimskringla. From
Snorrl trensleted by Samucl Laing, New York, 1961, Sndrri’s Preface,
p 4: "...for although it be the fashion with sKgluﬁ £6 preise most

those in whose presence they arc stending, yet no one would dere to

rele be Lo & chicf whet he, snd £ll thosc who heeard it, knew to be
false end imaginary, not & truL uccount of his decds- bbc sue that
wouls be mockpry, not pralge

16) Wa hlgren, Fact, pp 36-37-
17) Hermanrsson, "The Problem of Winelerd", P zi.

18) Base: on Magnusson, pp 29-3D.
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The lest importent mention of Vinlend in the Teclendic texts ocecurs

in several of the Icelandic Annpls for the yerr 1121. The Annﬁles Res-
enizni, prob *bly the oldest, ond perheps COnplluQ before 1519, has the

entry' "BlShOp Eirik sought Vlnlﬂna.”l9 The Lewmen ‘s Amnels, elso from

" the fourteenth century, gives the ‘(mé es "Bishop nlrlk Uppei. 020 Go t-

tskdlksanngll hes"Birik the Greenlenders” BlSﬂop went to look for'an—

i“nd."gl The entry in the Konungsannéll22, included in Flatejjarb&kgB,

reeds: "Ririk, Bishop of Greenland, went in sserch of Vinlend.™

Bishop Eirik hes been identifica as the Icelander Birik Gnﬁpsson,
whose woyage from Norwey or Iceland to Greenlend is mentioned in soveral
of the rnnals fbr 1112 znd 111324. He is listeu as the first bishop of
Greenland in Rimbegle, & twelfth century Icelendic work. Luke Jerlic
hes 00mplled & llst of the Greenlﬁnulc bishops, using the #ork of P.B.

25

Gcms . Based on pupcl documents seén by one of the suthors, but uncited
nnd unpublished, the list beping:

1 Brich; «. 1112- 1113 consecatur in epliscopunm regionarium Groelandiae
regionun -que finitimerumg 2, 1211 (bCll 1121) pergit Vinlandiam-
ubi moritur. (a. 1122?). (Birik; 1112-1113 consecrated bishop of
the regions surroundlng‘Greenl”nd 1121 proceeded to Vinland where
he died. )

&, 1123 Groélaendenses petunt erectionem sedis episcopalis in Groelend-
iz. (112% The Greenlendcrs askeo for the creation of an episcopal
see in Greenland.)

2. Amoldus; . 1124 consecrntus; &. 1126 u@d m fi
(Lxneld; 1124 wes conbcorctpu bishops; 1126 esteb
dcr...\

it Ge I‘dal‘i_. DK
ished see at Gar-

"A"™ above implies that there was no episcopal sce in Greenland be-

~fore Bishop Arneld, end The Sfory_of Biner Sokkason, in Fl:¢teyjerbdk,

..19) ..Sxelton, R.A., Thomes E. Merston, end George D. Printer, The Vin-
lend Mep end the Tertar Relction, New Heven, 1965, henceforth cited
as bk 1ton, p 224. i

- 20) Ibld,Np 224 . “Kecording to Brik Wehlgren, reviewing Helge Tngsted’s

- Land Under the-Pole Star, in Se¢andinavisn Studies, May, 1967, p 183,

" "Upsi" is the neme of s species of fish end wee a nickneme for the
biEhop. St e e

21) Jones, NAS, p 96.

22)7Ibid, p 96.

23) Skelton, p 224,

24) 1Ibid, p 224.

25) Ibid, p:224, Skelton cites L. Jelic, "L évangflisction de -1 Amérique
avent Christophe Colomb", 1n,Lc ‘Missioni frencescane, Vol. 8, Rome,
1897, p 557, end P.B, Gems, Series hpiscopum Catholicae, 1873, :The
English translation is.my own with help from R.E. Lathem’s Revised
Medievel Leatin Word-1ist, London, 1965, and Fil. 'Stud. Carin Jonzs-
SO0 . } e ‘




confirms this:

There was a.men nemed Soki, the son of Thorir, living =t Brsttahlid

in Greenlend, He was highly esteemed ond populer With £11.. His
“son’s néme wes Biner, a.men of high promise. TFether end son hed great
suthority in Greenlend, znd stood herd ond shoulders ebove other men.

On a given occassion ‘Sokki hed @& Thing summonea, st which he announ-
ced that he did not wish their lena to remrin bishopless tny longer,
but wanted &ll hid COHp&tIlOtQ to make a contribution from their means
so that a bishop’s see could be esteblisied-a proposal to which all
the franklins &SS@ﬂtbQ. Sokki asked his son Einar to undbrt(ke the
necessary journey to Norway., He was the fittest person, he told him,
to cerry out this mission. So Binar séid he would go, just as his
father wished, snd took with him 2 big supply of ivory goods and walrus
hides to push his case with the chiefteins.

They errived in Norway, end it weas Sigurd Jerusalen-farer who was
king therc At the time. Binar came to heve audience with the kingj; he
gtsed his case forwards by mesns of gifts, ond afterwards set out his
#ims and 1ntpntlon, petitioning the king to help him, so that he might
get what he wes asking for to meet his country s need. The king cprcod
thet this indeed would be o fine thing for Greenland.

Then the klng sumioncd before him & certain men named Arnald, who
wes a good clerk ‘and well fitted to be a teacher of God ‘s word. The
king bade him eddrees himscli to this task for God’s sake and his, the
king’s preyers., "And T will send you to Denmark.with my letter and

‘serl,” to hove sudience With Asser archbishop of Lund." Arnald replied
that hc was not much tempted to undbrt'ku thls- flrst on hisg own ec-
count, in thet he was i1l fitted for it; second, becruse of parting

with his friends and family; end thin., becsuse he would hsve to deal
with such & cantankerous people., The king’s countur to this was thet
the greater the trials he suffered At men’s hands, theé greater would

be his merit end rew;rd Arneld confessed that he could not find it

in his hesrt to refuse thn king’s pr”ypr...2

Thus, Armeld became the Grecnlanders” bishop and esfsblished his
see at Gardar. | i

A1l this casts doubt on the role and reality of Bishop Eirik; and
his Vinlend journey. This questioh cannot be answercd here, but nust
wqit until the discussion of the Vinland Map, which will be’discussed

in the next section,

26) Jones, WAS, pp 191-192.
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C. Meps

Vinland hes also been ‘deplcted on‘schrfl maps. The oldest and most
importmnt of thése are the Vinlend Mep of 1440 the Slrurdur Stefansson
Mep of 1590, and the Hens Resen Map of 1605

The VM wes found bound together in ¢ nineteenth century binding with
’fhe Tertar Relationz;ia description of the C¢ rpiﬁi‘miSéion to'the Mongols
in 1245 1247. Doubt wes cﬂst on the Putnentlclty of the. two p(rts 2.8
while the hendwri ting in both was. the srme, th woxrm holes in cach did
not metch the worm hole oi the otncr. HOWprr it was discovered by
chence that the two documents belonged with ; flftepnth century manu-
sarlpt of Vlncnnt of BcauV“lS Spgoulum HlStDrldlu, W1th thc VM ot the
:front g(nd the TR at the back, The worm holps of the VM metched those at

7 the beglnnlnb of the bppculum while those of the TR matchud those at the

“ond. AnLlySlS of ha nawrltlng, prpwr, ‘wotermarks, and binding confirmed
thet.all thr@p Wwere COmpllud by the srme hfna in the Upper Rhineleand
qbout the year 1440. This was probably at Bcsle, the site of & generul
Church coun011 butwbgn thu yy?r° 1431 and 1449, Whlch Would heve pro-
;vldea é pl“cc ior 1n£orm“tlon from verious p(rts of Europc $o come to-
gethars. ‘ 3 = ‘ L -

ThL_VM is b s1cally a olroul(r map of the world, tckun from “the proto-
type of” Andr>ﬂ Bianco “s world mcp of 14364 Be stern Aol< h 18 bouﬁ Te-
drawn to 1nc1uQe informetion from the TR5. The rendering of Greenland

an@ anl?nd seems. to come from either & ampe or from textual .sources from
thirteenth or early fourteenth century Ioeland6. The relrtionship of the

sources of the VM is shown below7;

AN .
' Ol © AMecn Atlentic Mep or Norse texts
Tﬁ. ol~Prototype for Bianco ‘s 1436 mep
TR=the Tartor Reladion and other texts
'2 02=Prototype of the Vinlend Mep
VM VM=the Vinland Map
FIGURW IT

1) Skelton, p 200. Henceforth cited es VM, SM, snd RIL.
2) Henceforth cited es TR.

3) Skelton, pp 3-16.

4) Ibid, p 114.

5) Ibid, pp 119-121.

6) Ibid, p 2%0.

7) Ibid, p l42.
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Inscription 66 on the map reads:
"Vinlanda Insula a Byarno re pe et leipho socijs."

(Island of Vinland, discoversd by Bjarni end Leif in cbmpany.)9

Inscription 67 reads:

"Volente deo post longu iter ab insula Gronelanda per meridien ad/
reliquas extremas partes occidentalis occeani meris iter facientes ad /
austru inter glacies byarnus ¢t leiphus erissionius socij terrem nouanm
uberrima/ videlicet vinifera inuenerunt quem Vinilanda (? or Vimlandd)
insula appellaucrunt. Henericus/ Gronelende regionumg finitimarﬁ sedis
apostolicae episcopus legatus in hac terra/ Spacioéa vero et oﬁulentis—
sima in postmo anno p. ss. nrj; (=pontificus-or-patris senctissimi nos-

“tri) Pescali accessit in nonmine dic/ omnipotetis longo tempore mensit
estiuo et brumeli postes versus Gronelanda redit/ ad oriemtem hiemele
deindo humillime obediencie superiori vo-=/ lutati processit,"

(By ‘God’s will, after a long voyage from the island of Greenland to
the south towards theé most distent remeining parts of the western ocean
sea, sailing southward emidst the ice,- the compenions Bjarni and Leif
Eiriksson disbovered a new land, extremely fertile and cven having vines,
the which island they named Vinlanc. Eirik, legate of the Apostolic Sece
and bishop of Greenland and the neighboring regions, arrived in this
truly vast and very rich land, in the name of almighty GOQ;-in fhéliééﬁ
year of our blessed father Pascal, remained a long time in both summer
and winter, and later returmed northward toward Greenland and then pfo—
ceeded (home to Burope?) in most humble obedience to the will of his

: 10
superiors.)

8) 1Ibid, fecing p 19.
9) Ibid, p 139.
10) Ibid, p 140.
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The SM, sometimes called the Skdlholt Map, was first drawn about

The originel is lost, the cariiest surviving cory being thet of

Thdrdur Thorldksson from 166911. While the mep is dated 1570, the date

12

is erroneus as the suthor was born in 15697,
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MAP TV-The Stefeénsson Map

Around the map there is a Leatin legend identifying the . places lab-

mAM, WRHW_ MOM. etc.

Ibid, p 200, note 200.

eled
AO
BD
11) 1Ibid, p 200.
12)
13) Magnusson,

14)

p l2l.

These people, whon the bnglish
i ? ) .
aridity; they are dried up just

His proxime sst Vinlandis, quam
utilium rerum uberem proventun,
oceanunm finire voluere nostri.
colligo, aut fretum aut sinum hanc ab America distinguere.

i

14

"AM and  "B" read”

Hi sunt, ad quos Angli pervenerunt, ab ariditate nomen habent
tanquem vel solis, vel frigoris acustione ftorridi et exsiccati.

reached, get their name from their
as much by the heat as the cold.)
propter terrese, feeccumditatem et
Bonam dixere. Hanc & meridie

Sed ego ex recentiorum historiis

(Next to them lies Vinlend, which is called the Good, because of
the fertility of the lend and.its abundant produce of useful things.
Qur. historians have wanted to make the ocean its southern bound-
ary, but from more recent accounts I deduce that it is separated
from Aperica either by a strait or a bay.)

Latin end translation from Ibid, p 120.
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The RM was first drewn in 1605. It is consideéred to be based on
either the SM or on & common prototypel5. Both suthors based their maps
on & type introduced by Mercator in 1569, modified by the addition of a
new western corstline, a strrit between Russia end the eastem extention
of Greenlend, end several old Norse geogrophic namesl6.

The two meps have been considered fo be besed on the authors ” reading
the old sraas, specificelly BS, with slight modificetions from the reports
of the discovery of America, in reszerd to the western Atlantic coastlinel7.
However, Peinter , points out several reesons for concluding the meps
were based on map sources, rather than textusl. In both maps Helluland
is misspelled "Hellclend", which someone would herdly do if someone wag
reading & text concerned with "Slab Lend", Further, Resen refers to
Merklond s "ilat country, like the sea, without woods end rocks"19, ap-
parently t.inking that the name "Marklend" was from the Lotin "mare" oT
"gea" instead of the Norse "forest'". Had Resen been reading the sagas he

would heve noted the GS describes Merklend as "flat and wooded, with white

: 20 - S = . . . ,
sendy beaches...” and that BS describes Merkland as "z heavily-wooded

"2 : . .
country 1. Resen states that his map is based on a medieval Icelendic

map, and this seems 1ikely22. This older prototype would, however, have
been besed on the sage texts, end thus the maps are not independent evi-
dencezB.

Painter also shows thet the SM, with its wide, shallow beys, repre-
sents the original form of the prototype, and that the RM is & more cor-
rupt form of this. He further demonstrates thot the VM is also based on
the same prototype, nnd while it is itself olaer, it represents o more
corrupt form, with its long narrow straits replacing the wice beys. The
tredition would then be the prototype, the SM, the RM, and the VM, in the

24

oréer of accuracy .

15) Skelton, p 203.
16) Ibid, p 201.

17) 1Ibid, pp 203-207.
18) Ibid, pp 253-254.

19) Ibid, p 253: "Marklend, vel plena terra inster nequoris sine silvis
et saxis &c."

20) Mzgnusson, p 55. (GS Chapter 3).
21) 1Ibid, p 94. (BS Chepter 8).

22) Skelton, p 203.

23) 1bid, p 254.

24) Ibid, p 254.



MIP V-The Western Gorst of the Resen Mrpo”

At

‘\_«-"\Gﬂ P (‘:,l ¢ e Lyadoy

M-';Lt" i{\i EEN Ly

e R (‘
fireind .
: Frs oo ey oum
? - \l’ ( "r"\\ .“ v 'v.'fl‘ ‘(“'\ E [ ANET

25) 1Ibid, facing p 147.
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Whiie the VM itsclf cennot add new evidence concerming Vinland, the
ceptions, numbers 66 end 67, can., These appeer to be based on indepen-
dent textuel sourcssgé. The compiler has seemingly confused the separ-
ate voyages of Bjerni and Leif, and put them tosether, but caption num-
ber 66 confirms their voyages, and the GS traditionQY,

Ception number 67 contains the solution to the unsgolved problem of
Bishop Birik, the bishop without & see. As Skelton28 points out, the
caption indicetes that Eirik wes o papal legate, charged with Greenland
enG the neighboring regions-which would incluue Vinland, either to serve
& colony there, or as & missionary among the heathen Skree lings. Thus,
the hishop Was-a direct appointee of the Pope, end independent of the
Archdiocese of Lund, which in 1124 did create'a see in Greenland. The
reason the Grecnlanders had no bishop in 1124 was not because Eirik had
died, but because as a papal legete his appointment ended with the death
of Pope Pascel in 1117.

The mep states that Birik went to Vinlend in 1117, while the ennals
give the date as 1121. Either there were two {trips, or one of the dates
is incorrect. Skélton29 pointe out it 18 more rsessonable to assume one
voyage, with the VM, es it is, as an ecclesiastical expression, in a
form less likely to be copicd wrong.

The problem still remeins of whether Bishop Eirik went to & Vinland
colony or to the heathen s a miseionary. SkeltonBO believes the latter,
citing the bishop s renk end territorial responsibility zs 2n indicetion

31

that he wae charged with spreading the feith., Peinter regards the ex-
pression "of Greenlend and the neighboring regions' to imply that BEirik“’s
see must have included Vinlend, encd that this implies » Vinlend colony in
the twelfth century, as there secms 1ittle resson for o mission among
distent priaitives unless there were Christiens living nearby. Also, the
language problem would be insurmountable, unless, beceusge of a colony,
some Norsemen had learned Skracling, or some Skreselings had lecarned Norse.
Any further discussion of this problem becomes conjecture, and is beyond

the scope of this paper anyway.

26) Ibid, p 255.
27) 1Ibid, p 255.
28) 1Ibid, pp 225-226.
29) I_bu,‘ p 225.
30) Ibid, p 225.
31) Ibid, p 257.



If the SM is the closet to the originel map of Vinland, then per-
haps it can be used-to discover things about Vinlanc. First, there is
the possibility that the original map was not based on the sagas, but in-
steadon direct experiencs, or on unknown texts. Sceond, the map does
indicate 2t least where the author of the fourteenth century prototype,
and the sixteenth century Stefensson, who wes aware of both the English
discoveries in Americe, and of the Mercator World Mep of 1569¢ thought
Vinland to be. '

Tlere are two weys in which the SM cen be co-related to the coast of
North America, through the letitude grid, and through the coastal topo-
graphy. Taking first the latitude, the map Seems to use Czpe Farewell on

Greenland as a referencs point for the depiction of Helleland, Merklend,

and Promontorium VindlandiaﬂBB. HoWevef, this is about 30 too high, When
the grid is adjusted eccordlngly34
SM Latitude Adjusted Latitude
Cape Farewell 62 1/2° 5% 3/4°
63- 160 1/4 -
60 1/2° 57 1/2°
59 1/2 - 56 3/4=
57 1/2° 54 3/4°
56° ' 53 3/4°
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52) Ibid, P 230,

33)  Mowat, op cit., p 366.
34) Skelton, p 204.

35) Bjgrnbo, op cit., p 82.



On the SM the northern tip of Promontorium Vinlendiae is depicted
at the same latitude as the south coast of Ireland. On the modern map
the south coast of Irelend corresponds to Cape Bauld, on the northern
tip of Newfoundland, which bears a resemblance to Promontorium Vinlandize.-
The SM indicates o distance of 640 seca miles, on & course S 50 W, fron
Herjolfness, near Cape Farewell, to Promontorium Vindlandiae%. The dig-
tance on a modern map from Herjolfness to Cape Bauld is 622 seca miles,
on a course S 40 W. Mowat37 has constructed a map besed on the SM, but
with the axis of Prominatorium Vinlendiae swung around to that of Cape

Bauld:
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This parallel could be indicative of & more direct basis for the
map other than derivation from thé saga, text. It at least indicates:
that the éuthor of the prototype in the fourteenth century, and Stef-
ansson in the sixteenth, considered Vinland to be on a long penninsula

that corresponds to the northern tip of Newfoundland,

36)  Jones, WAS, p 223.
37) Mowat, op cit., pp 366-367.
28) 1Ibid, p 367.
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C. Archasolcegy

The cdiscussion thus far has aealt with the examination of literary
gndicartographic sources that mention or depict Vinland. Lrcheeologicel
finds of course do not indicate & rolationship with 2 iocality name. The
discussion of archaeological sources will then first consider finds in
Greenlend which indicate contact with land to the west and south, and
then with finds in North Americe that indicate the presence of Norsemeh.

Between the years 1930 and 1934 Aage Roussell conducted cxcavations
in the o0ld Norse Western Settlement of Greenlandl. The excavetion was at
Ameralik Fjord, identified with the Iysufjordr of the sagasQ. The s%ruc-
tures excavated at Sandnes farm and church were: a church (1), now for
the most part undewwater; a cemetary (2); traces of an earlier construc-
tion (3); a house (4); two stable complexes (5 end 6); a smithy (7); &

portion of a dyke (8); and & hearth (9)39

SELsy

¥
8
. MLP VITII-The Sanénes Farm

Tn the northwest comer of the cemetary an errowhead was found.

Thic'is listed in the List of Finds? as:

g. 212 Arrowhead of hormstony flint, with smallltang,'mus. ¥o. D 11999,
text, p 107, ¥Fig. 78. Undoubtedly Eskimo, though not of thg
usual Askino form. Point broken, present length 3, TFound in
northwest comer of churchyerd,

1) Roussell, Aage, ngendnes end the Neighboring Farms"; ﬁhudglclser om

Grgnland, Bind 88, Kgbenhavn, 1936, p 3.
2) Ibid, p 7.
3) Ibid, p 12.
4) Ibid, p 12.
5) Ibid, p 179.
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Rousscll identifivs the crrowhesd re "dskimo, thougn not of the us-

ual form." However, in his longer description of the arrowhead he states:

An errowhead of flint, §. 215 (Fig. 78) wes found et the same
place. There is no reasson for ettributing this handsomely c¢x-
ecuted little epecimen with its winged teng to the Norsemen,
but curiously e¢nough the form hos not been met in the Green-
lend Bekimo finds, wherecg exectly similar heads occur in Nor-
thern Caneds (note 1: Among verious Indisn tribss). I shell
not embark upon a discussion of this peeuliar circumstence.

I+t would scem thet Rouscell ’s identification of the arrowhead es Es-
kimo contredicts his won surmise, Wwhich implies thet the arrowhead could

7

be of Indian drigin, from Ceneda. Jones' points out that the arrowhezd
is mads of a type of quartzite (not flint) identicel with that of Lebra-
dor, thaet & very similar errowhead was found by Jfrgen Melghrd near Leke
Melville in Lebredor in 1956, end that the use of the bow end arrow was
unknown to the Eskimos at the time of the Vinlanu voyages.

In the northeast corner of Room I in the house, no. 4, Roussell
found & lump of cozl. In the list of finds this is listed es: '

S. 657 . Coal,-lus. Nos: D 11921, text p 34. Found House, I.0

In the text Roussell says of the lump:

And from a deep layer in this room we found a lump of coal
(No. S 657), which according to Professor Bgggild “s kind
communicetion is Anthracite, end therefore could not have
been mined in North Greenland s coal seams, which are no-
thing but lignite. Without any sttempt at expleining this
remarkeble find, it should. be observed that in and around
the heath there wes nothing but wood ashes, and that coal
ashes have. never been found at any Norse ruin. 9

House no. 4 wes built on the site of an earlier house, which-was
somewhat smelldr O, The serlier house had been leéveled end then covered
with the“clay-tﬁht become the floor of thé.new housei The only date that
can be established is that the seoohd houée wes standihg when the”Eskimos
plundered the house arbﬁndll§6011;- Roussell found the lgmp_iﬁ a deep
layer in Room I, possibly mesning that the lump wes in' connection with

"'the earlier house.

6) Ibid, p 187, underlining my own,
7) Jones, The Vikings, p 304. ' g
8) Roussell, op cit., p 211. '
9) 1Ibid, pp 34-35.

10) Ibid, pp 31-32.

11) 1Ibid, p 3°.
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In;stadlz ~nd ”5hlgrgn13 rdint out thet the only plrcs rnthroelto
coael is found on the ecstern cosst of Worth America is in Rhode Island.
Of coursc the lunp-could heve come from Turope, ¢ Wrhlgren pointe out, 14
but Greenlend “s mein Buropean cont(otv were Iceland and Norwey, and nei-
ther of thv»c h “ntan01t r*ofl_kupc>o1tfl5‘

The - only othbr finds -on -Gresnland thet could Aindicete contﬂot With
North dmerice are nt Herjolfness, south 6T the Zestern Settlément, In
1921 Poul Nsrlund e¢xcavated a cemetary therel6. Describing the twenty-
1,

nine coffins found in the cemetery, Norlund seys

The woods used cre meinly spruce, desl, red pine, ar larch,
and consist both of drift timber and imported timber. Only
~ e single specimen has been ascertained to be of native growth...

Jonvs18 stetes that the lorch uscd seems to be from Lebrador or
Newfoundlend. Arbmanl9 peserts that it cannot have come from Norway.
The Icelandic Annels for the year 1347 relotes

There ceme also a ship from Greenland, smaller in size then the
small Icelandic boatss she came into the outer Streumfjord, and
had no anchor. There were seventeen men on board. They hed made
s voyage: to- Murk19nd but'were afterwards otorm-urlvbn here.

At this time came & ship from Greenland, whloh hed n(db a voy-i
age to Marklen:, and had eighteen nmen on board. 21 :

This ship probﬂbly’Went to MrFrklend "it)r tlmbcr and there were
probebly other ships thet brought M rkland tlmber to ureenlsnd,

One last interesting find on Greenland happensd in 1961 when a smell
chapel that metches the ES account of Thjodhild’s ohapei was found ncar
Eirik’s farm at Brattahlid, confirming that part of the E822

12) Ingsted, op cit henceforth cited as Ingsted, VVy p 12,

L)
1%) Wahlgren, Erik, review of lngsted’s Iendet Under Leiderstjermen,
in Seandinavian Studies, Nov., 1962, p 283.

14) Wahlgren, Erik, review of Tngstad’s Lend Undsr the Pole Star,
in Scandinavian Studies, May 1967, p 184,

15) Ingstad, Helge, "Vinland Ruins Prove Vikings Found the Wew Horld",
Nz tional Ge;hriﬂulc, Nov., 1964, henceforth cited as Ingsted, NG, p 719.

16) Norlund, Poul, "Buried Norsemen ot Herjolfness", Meddelelser om

Grgnle d Bind 67, Kgbenhavn, 1924, pp 21, 40.
17) 1Ibid, p 70.
18) Jones, The Vikings, p 304.
19) Arbmen, op cit., p 117.
20) Skflholtsanngll hinn forni, from Jones, NAS, p 96. & m
21) Flateyjrrenndll, from Jones, NWAS, p 96.
22) Xrough, Knud J,, Viking Grécnland, Copenhzgen, 1967, pp 20-21.




In d:rling with th: "org. finas in orth Amoricr it is perheps better
to first consider the finds by Helge and Dr. Anne Stine Ingstad at L Anse
cux Meedows in NdeOuﬂCanQl end then discuss other slleoged "orsce finds,

The first Ingstad expedition arrived at L ’Anse aux Meacdows during the
summer of 1961. The outlinss of scverel structurss could be seen, anc
they began excevatione on the large house (1), end three smaller buildings
(5,6, end 7). In 1962 two more houss-like structures (3 and4), & smithy
(8), 2 charcoal kiln® (9), and two cooking trenches (10 and 11)3 wWere
found. The excevations continued through 1963, and in clean-up operations
in 1964, & soapstone spinning whorl, identical to those fount on Gresn-

1
land, and definitely of Norse origin, was found™,

i

5 .

MAP IX-The L Anse aux Meadows site

1) See Map X next page. All unnoted information concering the L Ansc aux
Meadows gite, thru note 22, is from a conversation on fpril 3, 1970 with
Fil. Kend. Rolf Petré of den Nordisk och Jamfdrande Fornkunskep Insti-
tutionen of Lunds Universetet, who was a member of the 1962 expedition.

2) Ingstad, VV, v 194,

3) Ibid, p 191.

4) Ibic, p 207.

5) Ibid, p 190.
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Some of the findings of the Ingstad expedition wWere:

1) Multi-room turf house, 5 or 6 rooms, 20 x 16 m, floor of sand.
Central room-8 x 4 m. Residue of & fire place, 3 m long, ember
pit, earth banks on each sicae of the fire plece.

Southern room-2 parsllel grooves in the floor, about 3 m epart,
cpparently pert of & drainage system.

In all of the rooms-fire places, rusted nails, picces of slag7,
Soapstone spinning whorl outeide well of southern room. 8

2) . Small structure, burned end fire-crecked stones, & fire place,: pos-
sibly a steam bath.? Carbon 14 dates to 1030470 years.i0 ’

6) Jones, The Vikings, p 299.

7) EBEntire scction based on Ingstad, VV, p 204. Unnoted sentences will
be from Petré-sce note 1 above.

8) Ingstad, VV, p 207.
9) Ingstad, NG, p 710.
10) Ingstad, VV p 128,



pil
3) Small turf booth

4) Turf booth. 10 x 5 L. Floor covered with s chercoal layer.
Fireplace in the midale, ziobir pit with 2 pieces of slate in
place, bottom and one side, other pieces of slate in the room,
(see Fig, IIT). Dorset arrowhecad of quartzite (see Fig. IV).
Flintetone waste, iron nails, small burnt piece of copper . in
the ember pit, can be Norse or Indian. Bone nvecle similar
to those found on Greenleand, but prrtly broken eand: could be 1o
Indian (see Fig. V). Ca rbOn 14 Gate of charcoel 900 + 70 years™ ",

5) Small turf booth.
6) Turf booth, 11 x 4 mlB.

7) Small turf booth.

8) Smithy., 2.75 x 3.75 m 4_ Fraguents of worked iron, natural

bog iron, several hundred piecces of slag.l> Fireplace, large
stone thut could be an anvil. A Dorset lamp. Two series of
Carbon 14 dates, 860 + 90 years, and 1060 + 70 years.,16

9) Chercosl kiln, 7 m from (8), 2 x 2.5 w.

10) Cooking trench. 2.3 x 1.1 ey i
11) Cooking trench. 2.3 x 2.3 m19, Tskimo. Carbon 14 date around
1000 AD.

\ hnrcoiKXV ( j
RN X ) ¢

uﬁ__/

BOOth No. 4 Arrowhead Bone Needle

FIG. III , FIG. IV FIG. V

11) 1Ibid, p 190.
12) TIbid, p 191.
13) 1bia, p-l27.
14) Tvid, p 194
15) Ingsted, NG, p 710.
16) Ibid, p 731.
17) Imegstad, VV, p 194.
18) Ibid, p 191.
19) Ibid, p 191.
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The verious turf stracturcs have wrlls only 1/2 acter thick. There
- is also no evidence of postholes, which are nceded to hold up & turf roof.
The slenderncss of the walls and the lack of postholes, wes well as the
short length of the structurec indicatwes thet these are not typical Mo
turf houscs, but are instoesd ”hﬁdir”, or booths, @s-have been found ot
Brattahlid, ‘in Greenland.

Ndflundzo hes found sbout ten structurcs ronging in size from 2.5
x 2mto 11 x 4 m, that ~re quite similer to the Wewfoundland structures.
They consisted of low walls over which tents of fricze cloth or secl skin

Were raised. There were no postholes in these booths and their walls
were too sleader for them to have been more than tempofﬁry structures.
Ngrlund concludes21 that these were booths used es temporary habitations
during the Things ¢t Brattahlid. Similéar booths heve been found ot the
site of the Thing at‘Gardai, in Greenland; and 2t the sites of the Tce-
landic Things. None of these sites have “ooths with fireplaces, How-
ever, the hooths used et marketplaces in Icolend, intended for longer use,
did heve firepleces.

It is then quite possible thet these structures at [ Ansc aux Mee-
dows zre booths designed for occupancy over & short length of time. The
finds at L Ansc sux Meadows confirm this in that there wes o noticable
scarcity of implements found, indiceting occupency for poseibly one year,
and no more, unless the occupents took ¢11 their belongings with them
when they left.

T, "Anse aux Meadows is not & chicice spot for settlars. While it is
probably the first spot someone sailingz down the coast would stop at, 211
it offers ig fresh water. Although Ingstad considers the grass ot L %Anse
aux Mea: ows to be 7 prime resson for settlement there, this sress is lim-

. . . 22
ited Yo only & narrow strip along the const.

It would then ¢ppesr thet Forsemen occupicd this site for only o
short length of time. 4s far #g dating the site, there are two series
of Carbon 14 dates: 860 + 90 years, and 1030-1060 + ZC years. Carbon 14
dates do not indicate the year the wood wes hurned, but the year it died.
There would be two sources of wooc for Norsemen ot L “Anse aux Meadows s
driftwood, and timber cut down on the spot. D}iftwood woﬁld be quite ¢
few yeers olcder than the vate of its use, rnd the felled timber would be
contemporary with the settlement. Thus o dats between the years 990 and

1100 would fit the chearcoal deposits in house number 2 end the smithy, 8.

20) Nsrlund, Poul, "Br ttehlid", Meduclelser om Grdnlsnd, Bind 88, Kgben-
hevn, 1934, pp 106-110.

21) Ibid, pp 113-117.

22) These last two parcgrephs are Petrd’s conclusion about I “Anse cux Meadows.




Concerning other #llesed Norse finds in North America, Birzitte

Wallacez_3 remarks:

The Follins Pond site on Cape Cod has been excavated by the Massa-
< chusetts Archaeological Society for Mr. Frederick J. Pohl, who
claims it is Vinland,..However, as far as I can judge from the
phySWc@l and theoretical evidence at Follins Pond, there is no
souns indication for the presence of pre-Columbian Norse on the
site,

s for the rest of New England, there are several alleged Viking

age sites, such as the Newport Tower, lnscrlptlons at Byfield and
Aptucxet, Nbss,, Hempton, New Hampshire,.and Menana, Meine, ete.,
but none. can.stand scrutiny, and to -date -no Viking Age remains
have been found there, .

Mr. Thomas E. Lee of the Université Laval in‘Quebec has been con-
ducting excavations in the Payne Lake region in Ungava, Labrador,
which in his opinion, have revealed the presence of Norse struc-
turés. While I am not fully in agreement with Mr. Lee concerning
the unequivocal Norse character of these sites (some of the re-
ported evidence is definitely not Norse), they do offer possib-.
ilities that Norse oHchts could be found.

The findings et Ungava are24:

1) ZLonghouse ruins ranging from 45 x 16 feet to 115 x 24 feet,
211 partitioned. One used thousend pound boulders in the
walls, Ember pits occur down the centres. Wooden frames
are proven from the moulds-and this is a treeless land where
timber could only come by ship.

2) A& church-like ruin with apse and ambulatory, & wall fireplace,
and a semi-circle of paving.

3) A 37 foot dam, and a 27 feet x 5 feet causeway, positively not
Eskimo .

4) Stonc beacons 10 feet high by 5 feet diameter clearly set for
navagetional purposes (one is 13 fect high by 6 feet).

5) Bider duck sheltcrs that are certainly not Eskimo.

6) Stone-work that differs from known Arctic tools of any culture,
plus a soapstone bowl resembling Shetland finds but not Cenadien
Arctic.

7) Probabls identification of one site in the saga of Arrow Odd.

If the Ungava finds are proven to be Norse, they would show Norse
contact on the North American continent, but they are too far to the

north to have anything to do with Vinland.

2%) Fil. Kend. Birgitta Linderoth Wellace, a Research Assistant of the
Carnegie Museum, was with the Ingsted expedition in 1964. She is
presently writing a book on alleged Norse finds in North America.
These remarks are from a letter dated March 13, 1970.

24) From a letter from Mr. Thomas E. Lee dated April 1, 1970.
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J0ther clleped Torse crtifcets include the Kennsingbton Stone, o sup-
posedly fourtecnth obntury Norbb rune stone found in Kenn81ngton Mlnne—
sota, thet hes “heén (ycl<rpc a no@x by llngulqt and h1<torlcns bn both s
sides of the Atluntlczsg and a serlc of runcstonps that are not rues,
but 1nste<‘ cryptograno_thtt Qon’t look 1Lkb runus (wnd look norb llku

crecks inthe TOCk) 0x, s Exik Weblgren puts 1t2
.o tlie Glbnd“le cryptolo?lqt O G. Lﬂnﬂqvbrk hes come out with
his 3rd nutty book, fncient Norse Messeges on American Stones,
published 1969. If you follow him, you1l- fin@ thet Vinlona .
wes in Oklshoma, or “at lv(st Lulf or his. contemporerics were.
For oryptopr uns can ‘'t lie. - 3

With tﬁe proviSO that the Ungeva finds ‘may ﬁ@owe to be Norﬁé, Bir=
27

eitta Wallaoe’s conclusion sums 1t up well when she says .

"For thh tlmu ‘baing, the only unQLSputcbla Norsh site in Norﬂa

Americea is the L Anse»qux Me“dows excavatlon...r

25) Wehlgren, Hrik, reviow of mhaooorh o Blegun THQJKQhﬁ"ihgﬁdh Buﬁb
Stene, in ﬁnthulty, June, 1969; ond = convur ation with Professor
Sten 0 rlsson of Uppsalas UanprS‘tut, nu(ry 22 1969

24) Trom a letter dated Februtry 16, 1970.

o

25) From the letter guoted previously, see note 23 above.



D, Tolklore

It is possible that the presence of the Norse in North America cen
he cxplored thiough the folktales of the natives, Indians and Eskimos.,
Work in this regard was done by Charles Lblﬂnd in 1884 end wWas pfes-
ented to Scandinavia by Hulde Garborg in 1934 . However, because the
information dgrived from native sources in North America seemed rather .
1nconcluS1ve, most works dealing with the problem of Vinland do not con-
cern themselves with it. Never thelpss it seems necessary to examine
all sources thet could providz information concerning the Vinland voyages.

Before proceeding'directly to the Worth American material, it might
be better to consider some of the folktales of the Greenland Eskimos,
as the Norse were in Gﬂeenlwnd for several hundred yeasrs, and this mat-
erial might give a ‘clue as to the nature of possible North Americaﬁ ﬁat-
erialt Whan 1bokiﬁg for Norse influences among the Eskimos and Indians,
there are twq things to look for. TFirst, dlrect mcntlon in the native
folktale of foreign visiﬁers who would be the Norse, end second, clements
of Norse mythology found in the native folkteles. | |

Henﬁy Rink5 found three tales among the West Greenland EskimQSXthat
refer to the Kavdlunait, or Norse. One of them desciribes the first
meeting of the Kaladlit (Eskimos) end the Kevdlunait:

In former times, when the coast was less peopled than now, a boat’s
crew londed at Nook (Godthasb). They found no people, and travérsed
the fiord to Kangersunek., Halfway up to the east of Kornok, neer
Kangiusak, they ceme upon & large house; but on getting closer to
it, they dld not know what to meke of the people, seeing that they
werc not Kaledlit., In this menner they had guite unexpectedly come
across the first Kavdlun2it settlers., These, likewise for tpp first
time, saw the natives of the country, end treated them kindly end
civilly; but the Greenlanders nevertheless feared them, and made for
their boats. On getting farther up the fiord, they found meny Kev-
dlunzit stationed. However, they did not put in ‘enywhere, but has
tened awey as quickly.as possible. When the boet and its crew re-
turned from their summer trip in the fiord, they told their coun-
“trymen 211 around of their encounter with the foreigners, and many
of thém now trevelled up to see them. Many boats having thus re-
ached Ke ngelsunpk they now begen to have intercourse with the Kav-
dlunait, seeing that they were well disposed towards them., Later
on.in. the summer many mors Kaledlii arrived, ana the foreigners be-:
gan to leam thelr l“nguage

The two otvher stories describe adventures between the two groups in
Greenland, with the Norse gradually becoming more antagonistic towards
the Eskimos,

1) Lelend, Charles, "The Bdde Among the Algonouln Indians", Atlentic "~ ™
Monthlv August 1884, pp 222-234.

2) Garborg, Hulda, "Edda-minninger", Edde, Oslo, 1934, pp 444-462. . .
3) Rink, Henry, fales and Treditions »f the Eskimo, Lohdon, 1875, cited

in Krough op 01t., p L27.
4) 1Ibid, p 136,
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Another story of the Norse in Greenlend was told to Niels Egede
(1710—1782) by an Eskimo shamen., In his diary is found:

He told me thet his forefathers told him thet, when their fore-
fethers ceme southwercs from Anerica Journuylnb flong this woest
swocongt of Groenlend t6 nxttlb’ some of them wented to live beéside
the Norwvg1ans;(ﬂorqpmun) uut they forbade them to do so and |
only allowed them to trecde with them; snd they were also afraid
- of sthem as they- had -meny kinds of "yuns” But once a few fam-
ilies hed come there c¢nd. they hed becoms & 1ittle more’ friendly,
three smell %hlp% came sailing in from the southwsst to plunder,
v end gome of the Norweglians were killed, But efter the Worwegieng
~had mastoered them, two of the ships had to sail cway and Lhe Lhird
" they captured, We Greenlenders (Eskinos) hed no fixsd abocde at
that time, end bocame afrzid end fled fer inland., The next year a
Whole fleet arrived and fought with- then, plundéring and killing
to obtain food. They took their cattle dnd goods and seiled a=
~weyl Thelsurvivors put out their vessels, loaded with what was
left, anc.sailed awey.south, leaving some behind, The Greenlenders
promlsud to help them 1f such lefortuncs should oceur 5F1n¢

The ncxt yvcr thu drbodgd Ulr“tps cema Jlok once agein, end when
-7 we sew- them wo flbo - teking some of the Norwcmian women snd child-
ren With us up the flord end left the others:in tné lurch... When

‘we ruturneu in the ruturm hoping to find some pLOplu:”’”ln W
sow o our ho¥ror thet evérything hed been carried cwey, and hous@sl
en¢ farms were burned @own end destroyed se that nothing was 1léft.
At this sight we took the women end Chllhruﬂ back with us_“nd fled
far up the fiord, and weo Stcypd thére in perce end qulpt for many
.. Fears.. He marrlad the . Norwegian women-—there were only five'of
them with some ohlluren-“ng whbn we finelly, LrLW to- be many we
left there 'and séttled up and down the country. )

This story seems to-ref.? to attecks by English #nd Germen pirdtcé

nd
on the Egstprn thtlpmcnt aurlng the Flftupnth upnturyb Thq ekpianf-
tianbf thc ﬁ;smppeﬁranou Qf the Vikings settlers is somctimes sought in
these 1ineé;m“ | _ _ ¥
“The first Bekim mos errived at tho Westorn Settlement about the'ﬁegin-
ning of the Fourteefth-dcntury7 and the Nors§ ssttlgrs hﬁd‘probab1y all
uied by'thc yeﬁr 15 008, ,Tﬁis méens that the'ﬂdrse and Bskimo lived side
by side for- SOiutHlnt les% tnpn two hunared yoﬂrs. These stories are all
thet” SuerVbd in the na tlvy<folklore efter two hundred. yb rs of contact.
It shgulu be-notet thet these stories are of the first type, stories about
the WOer’ and not of the,s’QOhd or mytﬁoluvlcrlg type.. “This is ¢xplained
by thk‘fuct that by the. time the Lsklmos first uncountbred the Norso, Green-
and had o ‘D Chrlutl”n for about two Wun@rud ye”rs. :Thp 0ld heathen leg-
ends woulu heve been iorﬂoufpn. . '
On_the other hand; material from Worth Americe would probsbly be
of the mythologicel kind. The years of the Vinland voyages wére those

5) Ibid, pp 122-126 (123-125 arc photoFrPnhs not text). .
6) Ibid,-p.122. - i o
7) Jonés;.ﬁéu, p 60.

8) Krough; op cit.; p'i?é.‘
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in which the new faith was-slowly rerlecing the hezthen n ons, The old
myths still lived and could be transmitted to natives that the Vikings
came in contect with..  The:chence of stories concerning the Norse would
be less then inh Greenland due o the fact that the Vlnlcnd vquges were
of lesser duration then the Norse occupation of uroenland, snd there was
less contact:between Viking and native.

Among the North fmerigen Indiens, there seem to be similarities be-
tween tthe myths of the Algonguin Indians and the Norse mythology° The
Algonquin Indians consisted of iorty principal tribes extending from the
Micmac of New Brunswick snd Nova Scotia to the Passamaquoddy and Penobs-
cot of Maihe to various othef tiib 25 in Ne w Englund9 Qﬁe Of the ﬁoét
distinctive features of the Algonquln mytholooy is the god and hero Gloos-
cap. The half-divine hero is also found in the myths}of the Irdqﬁoié and
Central Woodland tribes in the form of Hlaw tha and Ménabozho, but dlooé-
cap seems dlstlnot from these two . He hgs none of ithe trickster qualltles
of Manabozho, but Seems more 11ke Odln or Thorng GlOOSCcp seems a ra—
ther unique Charcctbr amon5 tho AMcrlCcn Inéian myths, having some par—:
allels with Munsbozho but many olffcrences also.l2 _' :: ' ._}‘-

Gloosaap had & twin brother, Malsum, the wolf. Before birth the.fwo
brothers conferred es t6 hHow they would be born. Glooscep preferrod to
be born in the usual manner, but Malsum in his- W1ok¢d prlue toxe through
his mother’s armpit znd killed herj end from that moment he cemu to Tre-
present the evil principal in thm world 5 In thc Worse mytholowy a m )
and & woman (Who\could;be glonts ag there is = later myth con0orn1ng'thc
first-man anG women) are born from the gient Ymir, Nhoso body lcter is
used to build. the World Conoorning this birth, the Prose Edda says:l

But it is said thet while he (Ymix) slept he fell into a sweat;
and there grew under his left 2rm & man and & woman,s . 14

15.

The Ymir my th 1tse1f is found among the Al oan1n tribes .  However,

9) Lelend, op cit.. p-222.
10) - Ibid, p 223.:

11) Thompson, Stith, Tales of the North ﬂmerlcan Indizns, Cambridge, Mass.,
1929, p 274, note 10. o "

12) Leland, op cit., p 223.
13) ‘Ibid, p 223. :

14) Sturluson, Snorri, The Prose Bdda, translated by Jeen 1. Young,‘Berk—
eley 9nd Los Angelos 1966, p 3. ’ :

15) 'Rooth ~Anne Blrglttu,-”qk pelso"lytornq hos Nordomerlkas indianer",
Lok‘lt och Globalt, II, Lund, 1969, p 86,
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this myth is also found in Siberia and through-out the Canadian Arctic,
80 thet it seems likely that it wes trensmitted to the Algonqguins ag
pert of a traditioh moving castwerds from Scandinevis with the tribes
who becéﬁé'%hé:Inaiahé; rather then moving westwards with the Vikingsl6
Likewise, the éfory:of-Glbéséep end Malsum scems to be pert of ‘the trad-

ition in which two brothers confer before birth, « common American Ind-
ian stofyl?; EOWeVéf, the drmpit motif may be Norss.
There are other parallels between “the Glooscap story and the Norses

The tradition respecting Glooscap is that he came to this country
(New Englend) from the east,-far across the great see; thet he was
a divine being, though in the form of e mon., He wos not fer from
sny of the Indians. When Glooscap went away, he went toward the
west. - There he is. still: tented; and two important personages are
near him, who are celled Kuhkw #nd Coolpujot, -of whom more anon.

Glooscap was the frlend end teacher of the Indiansj; all they knew

" of the arts he taught them. He taught them the names of the con-
stellations and starsy he taught them how to hunt and fish, and cure
what they took; how to cultivate the ground, as far as they were ‘
“{rained in husbandry. When he first cédme, he brought & women with -
Hin, whom he ever addressed as Granumothur-a very general epithet
for an old women. She was not his wife, nor did he ever have a :
wife. He was always sober, grave, and good 2ll that the Indians -
knew of what was wise and good he teught them. 18

Glooscep is slive, He lives in an immense lodge. He is making
arrows., One side of the lodge is now piled full of them, They

are #s close together as that (here she ‘put her fingers closely
together), When the lodge shall be full, then he will come out _
and make war and all will be kllled The he Will come in his can-
oe; then he will meet thé great wolf, and all the stone end ice!

and other gisnts, the sorcerers, the gblins end elves, and all

will be bumed up; the water W111 b011 swey from the fire.

Glooscap 's arrival from the aest could refer to the crrlval of Vikings
from the_eastlwho ta ught thb Indians va rlous thln S . HOWGVpr, the motif
of a QlVlnlty tedchln the Indlans arts Gnu crcits is a common onu_founa
among the culture héros in all the North Amvrlccn mythologiuszo, Thb
departuro of the diyvinity to the west. is not w1dwspread among “the Indl?ns
and,is found only among the North Pacific and .California Indians in- the

west, and among the Woodland Centrel and Woodland New Englcnd (the Algon=..._..

quin) tribes.

16,) Ibid, p'86.  Alsp a conversation with Doecent Anna Birgitta Rooth of
den . Folkllvsforsknlng Institutionén of Tunds UﬁlVeertpt Aprll L3
1970.

17) The conversation with Docent Rooth, see note 16 above.

18) Thompson, op cit., p 5, citing Sllas ‘Rend ‘s Lcrbnus of Yo Mlomccs
" Wew York, 1894, p 232. = S :

19) Lelend, op cit., p 227, citing & t‘le taken doWn hy Mirs, W, Wallace
Brown from an Indian squew nea T Cﬁl(lS- t

20) Thompson, op cit., p 274, notb 12, Motif nudber & 540 ' o
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This last story seems almost identical with the Norse Ragnardk, the
end of the world. This is described in Voluspa and is paraphrased into
prose in the Prose Bdde. The end is foreshadowed by ¢ terrible winter,
which will last threc years on end. " There will be suffering, wickednegsg, -
and warfare among men. There will be eesrthquekes, the darkening of the
sun, and'the breaking loose of, monsters.from their bonds., The serpent,
will leave the seca, and ceusé¢ the ‘waters to flood the earth., The acrmies
of the giants 'and .gods will meet on.a grest plain for the'lest battlezl;f

0din will ride first in & helmet of gold snd a 'beautiful coat of
mail end with his spear Gungnir, and he will make for the wolf
Fenrir., TUSr will advance at his side.But-he will bé unable to
help him, because he will have his honds full fighting the Mid- . -
g rds Se rpbnt Frey will fight against Surt and it will be a
hard conflict before Frey' falls- the 1oss of the good sword Skir-
nir will bring about his death. . The the hound Garm, which was
bound in front of Gniphellir, W1ll also get free; °nd he is the
worst sort of monster. He will bettle with Ty¥r, end each will
kill, the other. Thdr will stay the Midgdrd Serpent but stagger
back only nine paces before he falls cown dead, on &ccount of the
poison blown on him by the s>rpent The wolf Wlll swallow Odin
and that will be his deeth, ..Loki will battle with Heimdale 'and
each will kill the other., Thereupon Surt Wlll fllnp flre over
the' earth cnd burn up the whole wor1d¢22 h

Nowhcre elsu in Am erican Tndisn mythology lS the <ﬁ ccount of
lagt be ttle Othur than the GlOOSCcp storyza; Further the Indian Wo man
who tuld the story drew a sharp dlqtlnctlon between the last battle of
Gloosaap and the Christisn D y of Juafument Which is elSo ‘known éﬁOng':
her people; to her they were different trudltlons24. :

Other 1ntprust1ng similerities can be founa. Gloosaap is supposed
to have created man from én ash treé, just as in Vuluﬂp 0din, Hrnir,
and Lodur created man and woman from the ssh and the elm25. £lso, Gloos-
cap has & canoe Which can expend to hold the largest army, and con con-
tract to the smallest size.26 Likewise, Frey has 2 ship called Skidblad-
nir which is so big that &ll the Esir can fit in it, and yet can be
folded up end kept in & pouch when it is not needed27. However, megic
canozs ere common to American Indian myths, with the one motif of a self-
propelled boat (D 1122.2) being found among the Bskimos, Plateau, North
Pacific, and other tribes. The motif uf a compressible canoce (D1122),

. . , . 28
however, is only listed as among the Seneca Indians®,

21) Paraphrased from H.R. Davidson, Gods and Myths of Northern Europe,
Baltimore, 1964, p 202.

22) Sturluson, The Pruse Edda, pp 86-88.
23) Conversation with Docent Rooth, see note 16 above.

24) Leland, op cit., p 227 ' ‘ , _ )
25) Ibid, p 224. o R T R
26) 1Ibid, p 224. : = i

27) Sturluson, The Prose Bdde, pp 67-68.
28) Thompson, op cit., p 275, note 14.
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One more similfrity between the Algonquin end Norse myths is a
story in whlch Glooscap and hlS host Kltpooseavunow a mighty giant,
g0 flshlng for whalos. Glouscap-ctrries the cande to the weter snd
asks, "Who Shcll Slt in the stern and paddle and who'shall.take the <
Spear?" Kltpooseggunow repllcs #Phat will T". So Glooscap paddles.
His host soon catches e ni ghty whr.lp29. In the Prosc Edda Thor and’ &
giant named Hymlr g0 flshlng, and Thor fows,30 and eve lly catches
the Midg%rd Serpent . Tn Voluspe, befuru Thor cetches the” Sbrpbnt
Hym r catches, two whales himselfor, o

£11 these parallels ere interesting, but nothiné can be proved
just from tpémJ Tt is.poséible‘ﬁOvexplaip"them all as traditions from
other North American_Iﬁdian tribesBZ. There is = great temptation fo
conclude from thesp parellbls that Vlklngs cemeé among the Algonqulns
and that the Algonquins, under this 1nfluence creeted a herd flpure
who, coming from thé east as‘thL4V1K;ngs did, and teqohlng the Indlans l
2s the Vikings may héve, oombinéd:mahy of tﬁé‘char cterlstlés of 0din,
Thor, and Fréy, the three moét worshipped of the Norse gods. The co-
incidence of all these similarities, e5pe01clly the Glooscap story of
the lest battle, and the fishing story, indicate that theve might have
been Norse influencé among the- Algonquln Indians, but nothing can he
proved W1th the present evidence, What is intercsting to note is thet
these similerities exist between the Norse and the flgonguin Indians of

New Eﬁgland; and not with any other Indian or Eskimo groups.

Al

29) Lelend, op cit., p 225.
30) Sturluson, The Prose Bdda, p 79:

31) Volusps 21, in Leland, op cit., p 225.

30) Conversation with Docent Rooth, see note 16 above,
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ITI. TICORIES ibV;”““

Theories concerming the 1ocriion of Vinlend érb numerous. Through
1909, there Were over 500 books published dealing with this probl‘ml,'cnd
many books heve bccn publlsheg since.  Vinlend hes bbun.p1@Cdd in New—
foundléﬂd2, Massaéhuset£33, Chﬂsépeéke B9y4 and Florlda5, to give ‘a
representitive sample. The meny theories cen be roughly u1v1dcu into.
two Schools. tﬁé'Noithern School and the Southcern School,

Those of the Southern Sohool who plece Vinland south of the Gulf of
the St. LPernce generdlly use & solar observation in the GS to deter-...
mine Vinlend ‘s 1ocatioﬂf In the GS, Leif and his men. discover: .

Day and night were of'a'mdre eou;l length there than in Green-

land, The sun had there Byktﬂrstadr (nd dam lestaar on the
shortest dey (of winter). Sa

Caloul 2tions of the latitude of thls obsbrvatlon thu Vqupd R;L.:t
Pythlen of the U. S Nﬂv91 Observatory in W ohlngton dprlved a.latitude! of
49 557 north7 Arbnpn_stptbs trat it 1ndloates a latitude of 37 north V
but that an error of fourtben minutes (ca811y pOSSlhle as the VlklnTs ‘had
no olocks) would alter the latitude 4 N&gnusson and Palsson mbrely
conclude that.the measurembnt must thv been made bptw sen 400 end SCO no rth
la tltudu9. -Thus, this ObSberthn cen_only he used &8s en approximation,
indiceting thet Vinland lay to the south of Greenlend, and not much more.

In acdition, many of the theorists of the Southern School, Whllb
using this solar observation, have 1gnorea snother observation nade by

Leif in the éS thet there were selimon in Vinland, As salmon &re not

found south of the Huuson ?1vbrlo Vinlend could not be south of there.

.

1) Hermennsson, Hallddr, "The Northmen in America', Islandica, Vol.. 2,
Ithaca, N.Y., 1909, is a bibliography of works "bout Vinla

2) Jones, NAS; Ingstad VV and NG; Mowat, op cit..

3) Arbman, op cit.j; Mzgnusson; Boland, op cit.

4) Mjelds, M.M., "Eykterstad-problemet og Vinlands reiserne", (Norsk)
Historisk Tidsskrift, 5 R VI, 1925, cited in Hermannsson, "The Problem
of Winela nd", P 53. : :

5) Routcr, Otto S., Gcrm~ni80he Himmelskunde, Minchen, 1934, cited in
Hermanrissony  "The Problem of Wineland" p 53.

6) Jones, NAS, pp-149-150. From Gordon, op-cit., p:46; "Meira var bar
jafnde gri en & Gre nlendi edr Islandi. SJd1 hefdi per eyktarsted ok
degndlestad um skegmndegl " These two times are -about 9:00 AM and
3:00 PM, according to Magnusson, p 56.

7) Jones, NAS, p 87.

8) Arbman, op cit., p 114,

9) Megnusson, p 56, note 3.
10) Ihlk, P 56, mote: 2. e e o
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The Northern School is & more recent development. It came into being
to explain Ingstoc’s Newfoundiond finds., Tro anjor prevlen of the Yortiacrn
School is thet of the grapes. Adam of Bremen, in the first description
of Vinlend, nentioned it was naingd becausce of its grapes. In the 'GS:

One evening news came’ that someonc was missing; it was Tyrkir the South-
erner. Leif was very displeased at this, for Tyrkir had been with the
family for a long time, anc when Lelf W(S a child hed been much devoted
to him, 'Leif rebuked his nmen severely, end got resdy to make ¢ search

with twelve men.

They had only gone e short distence from the houses when Tyrkir came

welking towerds, them, snd they geve him & woerm welcome. Leif quickly
realized thet Tyrkir wos in excellsnt humor...

...At first Tyrkir spoke for a long time in Germen, rolling his eyes

in-a1l directions #nd pulling facecs, end no one could uwnderstand what

he wes saying. Lfter awhile he spokp in Icelandic.,

"T did not go much ftrthpr then you," he seid. "I have some news. I

found-vines and grapss."’

"Ts that true fostér;fbther?” asked Leif. .

"0f course it is true,'" he replizd. "Where-I was bom there were

plenty of vines &nd grapes.'...

J.iin the spring they mece ready to lenve and sailed oway. Teif
named ‘the country #fter its notural quolltics and called it Vimland.

‘11
Thus, Vinlend wés nemed efter its grapes and vines. "As Newfoundland
has no grapes today, those of the Northern School hive three arguments to
esteblish their claim. Either 1) there were grapes in Newfoundlend one
thousend yeers ago, 2) the Vikings mistook currents or other netives berries
for grapes, or %) it’s all a mistrke, there were never grapes ‘in Vimlend.

. Those arguing point number one usually point out that the tenperature
wes quite & bit wermer one thousend years ago, warm enough, %hey'say, for
gropes to grow in Newfoundland. However, they overlook one point. Snuerlz
points out thet grape vines are climbing vines, and necet supporting trees.
To climb the trecs they need sunlight, which they lack in a coniferous for-
est by tind in a deciduous forest. Thus, grepes cen grow inlend es far
north as {he'St.'Lveéﬁbe”Velluy, but cennot grow nofth of N@W Brunswick
on the Atlentic coast. Ingstad himself describes Ncwfoundlandfs forests

13 . : :

of pine snd fir .

hes shown that the vines

14

Concerning point number two, W.H. Baebcock™
in the sage must. have been grepes, and. not other kin&sﬁofgberriQSgﬁWhioh
grow even todey in Greenlend. Babcock concludes, "It ié not at 211 be-
lievable that men should seil olt of one“profﬁsibh'offémaii'frﬁit into
enother, like in kind, but inferior and dispised at home, and trumpet

their experience as something wonderful."

11) Megnusson, pp 57-58.
12) Sauver, reviewed by Wehlgren, op cit., p 334.
13) Ingsted, VV, p 99.

14) Bebcock, Willaim H., Eerly Norse Visits to North America, Wéshington,
1913, p 91, cited in Wehlgren, Fact ana Fency in the Vinland Sagas,--p 33,
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The third point is thet =cdvanca:d by Ingsted snd others. They declere
that the name of the country was ”Vinlanch, or "Grasslend", as opposed to
"Vinland", or "Wineland". This theory is untensble on several cccounts.
‘Fifst, ell réferences to Vfﬁlandi_Adgm of Bremen, the GS, the skeldic poem
of the ES,“etc., say that there are. gre 2§ in Vfﬁland. The ncmé is 5lways
sﬁelied "Vimlend" in.ﬁhe sages, never “Vinland". Tﬂe entire tradtion of
anlénd is #s a lend of wild grapaéu \  . .

Hi Secondly, thé stem "vin", meadow, wes erchaic at thé time 0of the Vin-
lend voyegéé. It wes occassionally used in place names in Norway andASwgd;
en‘ never in the Faroes, Icelzna, or Greeﬁla d15. klso, though Leif praises
Vlnldnd s ‘gra ss, the word used is alwéys "gros'" or "engi' (”grass” ind"mea-
dow"),riIt Would make far more sense for Lelf to have uScd "Graslana™, if

he was sp thrilled by the great uchnSbS of grass in the new 1undl6

Flnally, Ingstad scems sure that the VlKlnFS would have been thrilled
by the gressy pestures of L fnse eux Mcauows after the wastes of Green-
land. . ThlS is without founCHtlon, as the only grass at L Anse aux Meadows
is & meager coastal str1pl7. After thc anturcS of Greenland, which aven
today, in & colnar‘climate, are extensive, therc is nothing spectacular
uhout the pastures of L “fnse aux Meadows. '

Thus, both schools secem based on unteneble premises.'yThe problem
being thet there is evidence of Norse in New Bngland and in Newfoqﬁdland,
but'the theorists seem determined to prove thet anlan@ wes just lMesso-
chusetts, or just Newfoundland. Conflicting c¢vidence is_ignof%d or dis-
credited.  One problem confuéiné earlier writers was the fact that ES was
considered superior to G3. 4lso, ths last few years have ssen the 615; 
cdvery of the Vinlend hap end the Norse settlement at L Anse aux Mcadows.
In thc light of tinese new dlscov erics, end the other éources Crlthally
eXumlnde the d;scu351on now mqves to the icentifice tlon of the places

found by Bjerni, Leif, and Kerlsefni.

15) hlgmn Prct end F'>noy in the Vinland Saies, p 50
16) 1Ibid, p 52.
17) From Rolf Petrd, see page 29, note 1, and paie 32; shove.l




Iv, THE VINLAYD VOYLGES

The GS lists six VOyéges, those of; Bjerni Hsrjolfsson, Leif Eirils-
son, Thorvald Eiriksson, Thorstein Eirfksson, Thorfinn Kerlsefni, and
Freydis Birfksddttir. Thor%tpln ulrlksson never founa & lencfall in'the
west. Brik Wahlgren1 as glvcn reasons to consider Frcydls joufncy to
be fictional, one reseon:béing the: entire lack of motivation for the en-
tire episodey and Hellddr Hermannssonz'has shown that the FPreydis story
is for the most part adspted from the stdry Of Snaz 1bjém Gelti’s voy-
oe b0 the cest coast of Greenlénd, as releted in the Lendnémebdk.,

Doubt is cast too on the voyage of Thorvald Eirfksson. In the EShe.
“is e part of the ’Lrlsvfnl exppdltlon. Ls l\lbwct3 p01nts out, Thorvcld 1s
the first Norsemen to encounter the Skr&,llngs, in the G5. He kills them
on the spot, unlikely for & Viking first coming into contect with the na-
tives of e new land (see the eccount of the first meeting between Eskimo
and Norse on page 35, abové). TLater Karlsefni conducts peaceful troding
with the natives; ofter which Hostilities bresk out. Tt would meke faf_

I

more sense for Thorvald encounter to follow Kerlsefni s meeting with

the Skraclings. It is possible Thorvald was with Kerlsefni, as in ES.
Problems in accepting this viow cre that the it would seem more com-

mon for oral tredition to combine vearious expeditions rather thanisplit

them up, and thct the BS story of the naming of Kublnbs scems to derive

T

from”the GS version, rathér then visa-versa . However, it is possible
thet in the original orcl trédition Thorvald was with Karlsefni, but
thet emons the Greenlanders the Thorveld stories were retold Mo re often,
describing just his rold in the expodition. After awnile the story of
what Thorvald did wes givén itc‘own beginning., The beginning of the Thor-
vald voyage is unusual in that the seaga writer himself points out that
no episodes are known of his voyage to Vinland. )

Alternately, the tradition reflected in the BS was hended down in
Kerlscfni ‘s family, end perhaps reflects the circumstances of the Karl-
sefni voyage, with Thorvald as & member, better. The Keelnes episode

merely confirms thet the cuthor of BS based his story on G5. The cape

D

was probebly named so because it looked like a keel, not becausc anyone
1eft or found = keel thore. There are three other Keelneses in Iceland
and Norway, and 2]l threc are believed to have received their neme becausc

they look like & keel5. It wes probably the same in this casec.

1) “Wehlgren, Fact snd Fency in the Vinlend Segas, pp 58-61.

2) Hermennsson, "The Vinland Voyeges", p xi.

3) Mowst, op cit., p 441

4) Washlgren, Brik, "Some Further Romarks on Vinland", Scendinevian
Studies, Februory, 1963, p 33. .
5) Mowat, op cit., p 203.




There are then the three voyages: Bjarni ‘s, Leif’s, and Karlsefni s,

corresponding to the pettern of accidental discovery, exploration, and

colenization discussed on page @ end Teble I, above.
L. Bjerni Herjolfsson

It is hrrd to locate Q&aotly the threc lands Bjerni saw, as described

in the GS, as he never landed. The lenus ore Gescribed as:

LAND 1...not mountainous, well-wooded, low nills,
2 days sail

LAND 2...flat, wooded.
3 deys sail

LLND 3...high, mounteinous, topped by a glacier; an island,
4 deys sail

Herjolfness, in Greenland.

TABLE III6

Thé first problem to consider is the meaﬁing»of & day’s sailing.:_lt
has been disputsd that this could mean either twelve or twenty-four hours
sailiﬁg; but most are’inclined to agrec withAArbmén7 thet it répresents
twentfefbuf houxrs éailing, and & distence .of cbout one hundred ses miles.
The fact that this wes meesured from:the time one lost sight of land un-
til the time one ceught sight again, anc thet. the incidence of mirages in
the horthérn 1atitudés makes:it possible to sce land from e farther dis-
tance then usuesl adds to thisS, perhops fifty miles at each end.

The last land sighted by Bjarni would have to be the coast of Baffin
Islend or nortﬁarn Lebrador. Nowhere else on the Atlantic coast of North
Imerica are there glaciers. s Bjarni’s third land is is described.as an
island, perheps it can be identified with Resolution Islend, between
Baffin Island and Lebrador.

Bjami s second 1end would have:fo be south of the mediéval tree,
line, sbout present cay Nain9. Ffom'the second tosthe third land is- :»
three <ays sail, perheps thrée hundred to four.hundrqd miles. WNewfound~
land is over five hundred miles by sea south of Nain, the southerﬁ pos-—
sible 1imit of Bjarni "8 ‘third land, so that Bjarni ‘s sccond lending would

have to be north of Newfoundland, somewhere in southern Labrador.

6) Taken from (S, Cahpter 2, in Megnusson, pp 53-54.
7) Arbman, op cit., p 16.

8) ‘Hovgeard, William, The Voyrges of the Norsemcn to [lreriesz, N,Y., 1914,
p 193, cited in Wahlgren, Fact znd Feney in the Vinlend Sagas), p 71,

9) Jones, NA&S, p 82.




Bjarni ‘s first land, wooded, with low hills, and perhaps three to
fou; huncred miles south of hisvseoundflanufall in Lrbracor, would prov-
ably be the southeast coast of Newfoundland, possibly the Avalon Pennin-
sula.

This is about as precise &s one can Zct concerning Bjarmi s voyeage.
Any more exact loceting would be mere gucsswork. To summarizes Bjemni
would have first scen lend off the south coast of NWewfoundland. Sailing
northwerd for two days would carry him to the coast of Lebrador below
Nain. Another thrbb days sail would cerry him to ecither the northern
coest of Lebrador or the southern coast of Bzffin Tsland, or more likely,
Resolution Island, between them, Four days sail to the east.Wduld take

him Girectly to Herjolfness, his Greecnlend lenafall.

B. ILeif Eiriksson

Leif ‘s voyage provides one with meny more ageographical fectors then
Bjarni “s, so perhaps his landfalls cen be found with gréater precision.
Tt would perhaps be better to stert with the description of Vinland, s
it gives meny factors which can be used to ascertein its location., These
factors‘inolude the salmon, soler observetion, grépeé, and ‘topography.

The firsf three fectors have 2lready been conéidered. The G5 re-
lates that therc were salmon in Vinlend. This means that Leif ‘s land-
fall wes not south of the Hudson River. The solar obéervation can only
give-a very vegue northern limit to Leif’s land, ‘perhaps 50O north, per-
haps & 1little ferther north. The rrdpbs ‘gstablish a much more defined
northern 11m1t, Grepes do not srow north of Néw Brunswick, he snee Vin-
lend lay soméwhere hetiween New Brunswick and the Hudson River.

The remelning factor, toposrephy, must be uecd to find a more pre-
ciseblooation. The GS Gescribeg the trip to Vinland from Markland as:

They hurried back to their ship as quickly &s possible and sailed
away to see in a north-cast wind for twu days until they sichted .
land again., They sailed towerds it and ceme to &n island which
ley to the north of it. They went ashorce snd looked zbout them,
.. .Then they went back to. thplr ship and sailed into the sound
that lay between the island end the headlend jutting out to the
north, They &steered a,westprly course round the hesdland. There *
-were extensive shallows there and at low tide their ship was left
hi gh and dry, with the sea almost out of 51“ht «They rrn ashore
to a p19c5 where a river flowed out of & 1oke, 10 ' .
The reference to the northv<st wind could oonflrm Vinlend as being
south of New Brdhswick if it implies that they sailed to the southwest,
which woulce only be pos 51b1b south of Newfoundland where the eéS%ern'céééf””

of North America changgs from 2 southeasterly ¢irection ta Southwpsterly.

10) From GS chapter 2, Magnusson, pp 55-56 -



At eny rate, Leif and his men sighted a headland jutting out to the
north, Wlth an isleand tu the north of the headland, which wWould be a ness
or cape. A look at any map of the Vustbrn coast of North America qoﬁfh of
New Brungwick shows tucrc is only one place in which a cape stretches to
the north this being Cape Cod And it is possible that the tip of Cape
Cod was ah island one thousand years cgoll; hccording to C. Wroe Molfplg.

The northern %ip of Cape Cod, however, hes changed greatly in the
past thousand years...l an qultu sure that explorers of carliex’.
time would hezve plottvu & somewhat u11fcrent type of. conflﬂuratlon
thet (Jlo) exists now.

Lplf and hlS men could heve sailed through & now nun-existant chen-
nel between Ccpe Cod and this island, to the Messachusetts shore on the
opposite’ side. ThlS would be the Vimlend of Leif Eiriksson.

Leif s Mhrklahd 12§ two days sail to the northwest.  The acceptebility
of two dn ys seil is questlonable.: It scems to come from Bjarni ‘s direc-
tiofis, of two, three, and four deys sailing, and.was carried over into
Leif “s voyage by folktalé-tellers who considered Leif “s Vinland and Bjar- '
ni ‘s first land £ coinocidé. Theé problem arises from the' fact that four-+
thrbe + two days sailing south of Greenland could not havb broupht Lelf
to thb arap 'rpglono . ' ’

However, if Leif did sail to the southwest to fe?ch Vinland from ’
Markland, this would probebly 1nulcPte thct Mnrklﬁna wod the southern-
most tip of Newfoundlend, around the Avclon Pcnnlnsulu. "This area mmt—:;
ches "the description of.Markland. The sa32 states that Helluland is the
same lace as Bjerni‘s third 1-nd, slready identificd as Resolution Ts- -
lend, northe Lebredor, or Baffin Island. :

Leif “s voyege would then have ‘been from Greenland to north¢mm Lab-
rador, Resolution Islend, or 3effin TIslend, Bjerni “s thirc lend; then .

south to southern Newfoundlend; and finally gouthwest to Cape cod.’

11) Bolend, op-cit, Pp 205-206.

12) From & letter from C. Wroe Wolfe, Professor of Geology at Boston
University, dated April 16, 1970.



C. Thorfinn_Karlsefni

It is mich harder to reconstruct Karlsefni s voyage than Leif ’s.

For Leif, the GS story can be ‘used, and the BES story of Leif hss been
discreditcd as mérely a way to adopt Gunnlaug Leifsson’s story of thé
conversion Qf'Gfeenland to the c¢iscovery.of Vinlenc. In the case of
the Karlséfni voyage there art reesons to doubt the GS, end reasons why
the ES might refieet facts lost by the GS.

" Oné such fact is whother Korlscfni did lend at Leif s Vinls nd. The
GS has Karlsefni e“sily find the place, while the ES hes him first find
& northemly IOCctluﬂ w1thaut grapus called Straumfjora, eand fhen later
find a p190b to the south thet secems to correspond to Leif ‘s Vlnlﬂnd
The nkalclo poes of ES anlOCtuS thet the Kerlsefni uchblthn is nesar
& place called Furdustranos ("Maerl Strands") end heving trouble finding
théylﬂnd of grap:s. Further, Karlsefni’s first pncountcr with the Skreel-
inés in GS scems to indicate a previous éncounter with them., (Or why
¢lse would they be so proparéd to trace goods?) The ES version oflthé
episore takes this into account. |

There would %hen be reéeson to follow the BS zccount of the Kerlsefni
voyage, being careful to ignore the'folklore motifs, such as the Geelic
couplé Haki and Hekje. The-basic sfructure of the ES is, of course, a
modificetion of the GS. Leif EBirfksson repleces Bjerni Herjolfsson as
the diScovefer of the new land. Because Leif was accidently blown there,
and finds no other lands, Thorfinn Karlscfni is given the honor of finding,
end neming, the new londs, Thé lands neamed by Karlsefni in kS include
Helluland, Mﬁrkland, Keelnes, Furdus strands, Straumey} Straunf jord, and
Hép. : : |

A1l of these names except for Helluland and Marklend are new to the
saga, so 1t would seem that those are new places discovered by Kerlsefni,
the names of which were handed down in his family, =nd used in the ES.
It would then scem thet Karlsefni lanced first in Helluland, actually
named by Leif, and probably still northern Labrador or southern Beffin
Island. His next landing was in Marklend, which could have been anywhere

south of Nain, snd north of the southern tip of Wewfouncland. Immedistely

south of Merkland &are Kcelnes ond Furdustrands, the letter name- being one---

part of the sa, e confirmed by skeldic poetry. . Furdustrangs would be an
extensive stretch of beach, end Keelnes & headland thet looked like a
keel. Between Nain and southern Newfoundlend: there is one place thet

fits the sagas description of Furdustrands better then eny other pleace,
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Porcupine Strends wa*tlB chofibeg them o8

...the forty-five mile stretch of alrost perfectly straight coast,
unbroken hy the smellest cove or indentation and composed for the
most pert of & fifty yerd wide strip of cark yellow send backed by
rippling dunes, which is now called Porcupine Strends.

The only Wreek in this mighty beachline is @ most peculiar spoon-
shaped headlenc thrusting out from the sand beach ¢t 2 point about
two thirds of the way slong the strands. This herdland has a long
smooth spine rising from the ground level near the beach, extending
seewerd for three miles and then falling off to sea level ot the
eastern extremity of the cepe. Seen from some distence away it re-
semblps nothing so much ¢s the hull of an upturned ship lying with

her keel against the sky. This heauland is now calle >d Cape Porcu-
pine znd it is & famous lenimark on that coast,
...The strands have, in fact, no rivals on the’ Atlentic seabosrd of
Vorth Americs north of the New Englend states, and even there they
are not overmetehed. '

As it is the only stretch of coast fitting the sega déscriptiqn lying
between Nain and Newfoundland, Cape Poréupinc'%nd Porcﬁpiné Strands can
he lUpntlflbd with the Keelnes and Furdustr?nus of the ES Séuth of this
place Karleefni snterd & fJord which he calls Struumfgord ("Stre°m” or

"Current" Fjord) &nd la nds on an islend in the faord he Cclls Streumey,

("streom Island™). ConCLrnlnﬂ this, Mowet remarks
There are numerous applications of the word "straum” to islands,
fjords, headlands,. end even coests in Norway, Icelend, and Green—
land; =nd in every cese the word is used to distinmuish o place
where the currents ére particularly noteworthy.

Going south from Porcupine Strancs, one woull come to the Strait of
Belle Tsle. While it is a streit and not & fjord, it is casy to mistake
the Strait of Belle Isl: for a fjord; Certier did just thet on his voyage
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of discdvofy in the sixteenth century -. In the middle of the stralt is

Belle Islc, situated to teke the full force of the currents untbrln“ the

Strait of Belle Isle. Of these, Mowst sa ysl6;

Belle Isle stands in such & position that it rece sives the full force
of the inshore brench of the southbound Labrador Current. It also
lies full in the peth of the extreorcinarily powerful tidal currents.
“flowing in end out of the Strait of Belle Isle...There is o other
place on the Atlentic seaboard between Cape Chidley and-the Bey of
Fundy where there are such stron currints ogverinﬁ such & broagd sweep
of water
T+ would then seenm thot the Strait of Belle Isle is Straunfjord, and
that Belle Isle is Stroumey. This is confirmed by the fact that on the
shores of the Strait of Belle Isle, & few miles to the south of Belle Isle,
is the site at L “Anse aux Meado .s, corresponding very well to the saga

account of the Straumfjord camp.

1%) Mowat, op cit., p 202.
14) 1Ibid, p 210.

15) Jones, NS, p 90.

16) TMowat, op cit., p 210.



A11 the evidence seems to fit this spot. The booths erected at
L’ Ansc aux Meadows Were only in use.& short time, end the ES.States thet
the Kerlsefni ‘expedition only occupied Straumfjord for two yeafs. The
maps which indicated ?hat Vinland wes the horthern penninsuls of New-
foundland_represépt the tradition of later years. At first Vinland
referred only to Leif s Winéiand. Latei it cems to mesn the coest south’
of Merkland (which was the southern coast of Labredor). This is the Vin-
lend of the SH and the RM.: Finally, Vinland came to raﬁresent the entire
land mass, Fclluand, Merkland, end #ineslend, 'as shown on the VI

Luter Kerlsefni S@lleo fo the south to a région called Hdp that
seems similar to Leif s Vinlend. BcoauSe of borrowing from the Vinland |
of the 0S5, it is impossible to derive details from thls Journey south,
if it did indeed take place. .They would have reqchcd en arca of grapes.
This would then.be somewhere south of New Brunswlck

Ohe event: et HSp that seems to have lost some of 1ts detail in the
GS is the account of the battle between Karlsefni and Skr® lings, at
Hép. In the GS the Skreelings merelyvcomé, attack, withdraw. In the
ES there is mention of the natives ” skin boats and tﬁeir.uée of & cata-
pault-like weapon., The natives are described as being small'of stature.

Firsf;‘thése netives dannot have been Beothuk Indians, who lived
on Newfoundland, or Dorset Egkiivs, who lived on Newfoundland also. The
Beothuk Indians are cescribed as beilng very talll7, end the folklore of
the later Thule Eskimos ascribes to the Dorscts & gient size-lg what arch-
acologicael evicence there is confirming th t both groups were very tcll
Purther, the Dorsets had no boatsl9, Th& Cdtcpeult weapon has been 1d—
entified with the ballista of the Alsonguin Indlunszo. There wes a Dor-
set weapon like this, & harpoon with 2 blown,gp bladder attaohedzl; but N
o8 the Dorsets had no boats, and were not small of statufe, it is unlikely
it wes the Dorscts who were Gescribed in the saga.

After retuming to Streunfjord Kerlsefni poes north beyond Furdustrands,
and then to the west. The only inlet to the west north of Porcupine Strands
is the entrence to Lake Melville. Tt was in this place thet Thorveld
Biriksson was killed by an arrow. And an arrow identicel to that found =zt

the Sandnes cemetary was found neer. Leke Melville in 1956

17) Ibig, p 460.
18) Ibid, pp 375-376.
19) Jones, NAS, p 93.
20) Megnusson, p 99.
21) Jones, NAiS, p 94.
22) 1Ibid, p 92.



The Voyage'of the Kerlscefni expedition can then be summed up as
follows. Fifst, sailing to Helluland (squthern Baffin Island or nor-
thern Labredor), then to Markland (sorewhere on the coast of Labrador
south of Wain and north of Porcupine Strands). Then to Furdustrands |
(Porcupine Strands) and Keelneél(Cape Porcupine )., Next, south into
Streunfjord (the Strait of Belle Isle), landing on Strcumey (Belle Is-
lé). An encampment ot Straumfjord (at L Anse oux Meauows ) would be
followed by various expeditionss south to HSp (New Bnisland south of
New Brunswick), and north and west to the lake where Thorvald Biriks-
son was killed (Lake Melvilie)., Sometime before these expeditions,
end after the appearance of & whale (end until recently the Strait of
Belle Isle was one of the best whaling ﬁrounds in the North Atlantic23)
the skeldic poet end others tryed to return to Greenland, disappointed
at the lack of srapes at Straumfjord. Fihally, affer:encounters with

hostile natives, the colonists return to Greenland.
Ve CONCLUSION

In this paper it was attempted to discover the location of- the
Vinlanc of the Norse sacas by analysing all the sources which concerned

this place. £n exenination of Adam of Brehen, Tslendinesabdk, and Lénd-

ng€mebdk resulted in the conclusion  that Vinland was a land of grapes to
the west of Greenland inhabited hy nstives known as Skrae lings; end
that this land may have been visited by Thorfinn Karlsefni.

Next, the two sasas describing the voyases to Vinland, GS and ES
were examined. It was conclued that the SB recension of BS was closer
to the oriazinel then.the HB version, and that the G5 version represented
en orel tradition much closcr to the true events than the ES version.
The CS version described three primary voyeges; one of accidental dis-
covery by Bjarni Herjolfsson, one of planned exploration by Leif Eiriks-
son, and one of attempted colonigation by Thorfinn Karlsefni. These
three voyages fit the pettern found in the first voyases to Iceland and
Grecnland. Other voyages described in the GS weryg disoafded, Thorstein s
beceause it never reached Vimlend, thaet of Freydis’ for the reason of '
its fentastic character and derivation from enother sapﬁ‘story;;gﬁd Thdf-
vald ‘s because of its coanflicts with the ES, which in this cast seems to
be closer to the true happenings. Thorveld’s voyege, because of the owk-
wardness in which the first encounter withr the Skree lings is presented,

was considered to be part of the Karlsefni voyage.

23) Mowat, op cit., p 5D,
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The next evidence cxamined wes that of maps. The VM, in spite of
its sreater ase, was shown to dorive fron e tredition in which the ©M
and the RM werec ¢arlier examples. This tradition, because of similarit-
ies between the SM end the coesst of Lebrecor, scemed to have been based
on sources other than merely the GS -and ES, The SM seered to identify
Vinland with Cape Bauld on ‘the northern tip of Newfoundland. -‘Another
imporfent source was the content of the two inscriptions’ on the VM, which
confirmed the voyases of Bjsrni and Leif, and helpoa to clear up the
nystery su;rOundinQ the later vo&amo of Bishop Birik.

Aréhaeoioﬂicdi evidence was examined next. £An arrowheac.found in
Greenland proved ideéntical to those found in Labrador, &nd ‘e lump of
coal found in the same ﬁlace'in Greenland could have originated in
Rhode Tsland. Chests found at Herjolfness were made of wood that could
have come_from.Markland, Labrador, @s the 1347 ¢entry in the Icelandic
annals describes an unsuccessful atfempt by Greenlanders to obtain tim-
ber from Markland., Lastly, the existeance of Thjndhild’s chapel con-
firred one part of the ES story.

In North America, the only undisputed Norse site is that at LAnse
aux Meadows, which so far has not produced & published report on the
finds from its leader, Helee Ingstad. In-stad’s popular articles ig-
nore meny of the uncertain ond unfavorable finds mede by the expedition,
the thin turf walls and lack of postholes, for example. While Inﬁstaq
naintains, without proof, theat the site wes cccuplied for a 1ogg‘time'
by the Norse, the evidcence shows that it was instcad occupied only
one or two years, with the dwellines belug typicel thing bootho as
found in Teeland and Greenlend (one possible reason the results héve
not been publishsd-exposure of the site for what it is, rather than
whet Tnestad would have it in his popular articles),

Other archacological vvidence is scanty, the Ungava finds being
quite promising, but too far north to bs part of the Vinland question,
Other finds are either guestionable or pure fabricetion.

The folklore of the Jorth American Indians was examined, to see
if thers wes any indication of Norse influence. Tirst, Bskimo tales
from Greenland were examined, to provide an indication of the form that
American tales misht have. The Greenland material was scenty, and was
in the form of stories =bout contact with the Norse, no mythological
elements beine present as the contect between Eskimo end Norse was af-
ter .the ond of the heathen period.

In North Amcrica, similarities were found between the Norse myth-
oloy and the Glooscap cycle smong the Alsonquin Indians. while most

. Live
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parallels could alsc be attributed to other sources, the 'account of the
last hattle and of Thor’s (Glooscep’s) fishing expedition showed inter-
esting similexities, Nothing could be derived from the folklore, but

it showed the possibility of contact, and was found in the vicinity of
New Bneland rethicr than Newfouncland or Labrador.

The verious theories concarning Vinland were then discusscd. The
theories fell into two main groups, those placing Vinland south of the
St. Lawrence, and those placing. it on Newfoundland, The questionable
accutracy of the soler observation; used to find the southern location, .
mede those theories usins it untenable, and the lack of salmon south
of the Hudson River invValidated those theories plecing Vinland south
of there.

The northern theories, created to explain Ingsted s finds, were
shown to ignore the necessary existence of grapes in Vinland, end they
were thus invalidated. Both groups had only considered their own site
ss the true locetion of the Vinland of all: the samas, to the complete
cxelusion of other sites for any of the voyeges. It seemed likely that,
because certain evidence confirmed the northern location, and other
ovidence the southem location, that both nust be considered in the
deternination of Vinlend,

'ﬁhis was congicered as the locetion of the places described in the
voyages of Bjarni, Leif, anc Kerlsefni were Gescribed. Bjarni’s three
lands were too vague to Getermine precise locations, but it seemed likely
that these three lends were the south coast of Newfounclend, Lebrador
south of Nain, and Resolution Island between northern Lobrador and south-
ern Baffin Island.

Using the descripticns of the GS, Leif s Vinland was deterained to
be in New Eneglend, possibly west of Cape Cod. His Merkland seemed to
be Newfoundland, ancd Helluland scemed to be northern Labredor or southern
Baffin Islend. The VM inscriptions confirmed the Bjarni and Leif voyeases.

The Karlsefni expedition was followed from Leit “s Helluland, to
a lencineg between Nain and Porcupine Stranas, and then to Porcupine
Strends. The ES version was used In preference to the GS due to the
fact thet the skaldic poem in the BS indicated thet the Karlsefni
expedition did not reach Leif’s Vinland, 2s the G5 account indicated,
ond because the BS account seemed to heve come uown through Kerlsefni’s

amily snd wuld thus be closer to first hand informetion. -

The Strait of Belle Isle was determined to be Straumfjord, and the

site at L Anse aux Meadows fitted nicely as the Straumfjord settlement.
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The SI confirmee the Newfoundlend location. The map trauition seemed
to indicate thet Vinland, first identified with Leif’s land of grapes,
came -to be identified with everything south of Marklend, @s on the SN,
and fimally all of thewestern lands came to be celled Vinland, as on
the VM.

The leke where Thorvald Eirfksson wes killed was identified with
Loke Melville, with the arrcwhesd founa at Thorfinn Karlsefni s farm
2t Sandnes pointing to & confirmetion of this. The lump of coal found
at the same locetion might inaicete thet Karlsefni ‘s HSp was near Rhoce
Ieland, but the evidence is scenty, end.ldp was too confused with Loif’s--
Vinlend to locate it more precisely than south of the St. Lewrcnce in
the graps country.

This paper has tried to locate the Vinlend of the sepas. Previous
work on this subject, extensivess it was, scemed too dogmetic in the
insistance on one location for :each story’s Vinlandc. Further, the
pest few years have shown the superiority of the GS, the unearthing -
of the VMy and the discovery of the Norse site on Newfoundlend. This
paper wes written as e meens of finding Vinland in the 1ipht of these -
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